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"HE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


ruinty-Ercutu Concress, Ist Session. 

.nd [Mr. Tuomas] In reference to the com- 
ron of the marshal of the western district 

Virginia, for the purpose of having it referred 

ale to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

“Mr. WASHBURN E, of Illinois. 1 donot ob- 

aif itis agreed that itshall not be brought back 

a motion to reconsider. i. 

" Mr. BLAIR, of West Virginia. I agree to that. 
[There was no objection, and it was ordered 


ac ordingly. 


Mary 


HOMESTEAD LAW. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the regular order 


f business. ail ; 7 
The SPEAKER stated the first business in 
order to ve Senate bill No. 60,amendatory of the 


homestead Iaw,and for other purposes, the pend- 


\ 

ne 
r 
t 


‘eman from Indiana, [Mr. Hoiman,] as follows: 
Amend the fifth section by adding the following proviso: 
Provided, however, ‘That any private sotdier or seaman 

who shall have served in the military or naval service ot 

the United States for the period of two years shall be en- 

edto the benefits of this act without payment of any fees 
whatever, and shall, so soon as he may settle on a home- 
stead selection, be entitled to a patent therefor, 

Mr. HOLMAN. This is private bill day, and 
| suggest that we have a call of the committees 
for private business. 

Mr. JULIAN. lask that we shall first dis- 

pose of this bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Before the gentleman calls 
for the previous question I give notice that I have 
a modification of my amendment to propose, 

Mr. JULIAN... | move to amend the amend- 
ment as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ that,”’ 


insert as follows: 


A)| lands and other real property not included within the | 


limits of any city, town, or village, against which proceed- 
ings in rem shail be instituted under the provisions of the 
suppress insurrection, to punish treason and rebel- 

i, to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, and for 
other purposes, approved July 17, 1862, and the acts amend- 


atory thereof, shall, upon the rendering of final decrees of 


coudemuation, be certified, over the seal of the court so 
' 


lemning, by the clerk thereof, to the Secretary of the 


Interior; and thereafter the said lands shall be regarded 
and treated in all respects as part of the unappropriated 
public lands of the United States, subject to the restrictions 


and regulations hereinafter mentioned. 


.2. And be it further enacted, That all lands and 


ther real property not included within the limits of any |} 
city, town, or village, which may be hereafter sold under | 


the provisions of the act for the collection of direct taxes in 
insurrectionary districts within the United States, and for 
ther purposes, approved June 7, 1862, and the acts amend- 

y thereof, and allsuch lands ininsurrectionary districts 
Which may be hereafter sold under the provisions of the 


act t 


LW ft 


provide internal revenue to support the Govern- 
ent and to pay interest on the public debt, approved July 


ee in lieu thereof 


ne question being on the amendment of the gen- | 
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States as soldiers or sailors in the Army or Navy thereof, 


Or as laborers therein, shall be entitled to enter forty acres 
of said unappropriated public lands, certified or deeded as 
aforementioned, in contormity to the provisions of the act 
aforesaid, to secure homesteads to actual settlers, 

Sec. 5. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘That alter said lands 
shall have been subject te homestead entry, as before spe 


| ecified, for and during the term of five years, all such lands 


then being vacant, or which may have been forfeited by 


|} abandonment for more than six months at one time, shall 


| be offered at public sale to the highest bidder, in quarter 


quarter sections or tracts 
Provided, ‘That no sak 
$1 25 per acre: 


nal quarter-quarter ns: 
s shall be made fora less price than 
“ind provided further, ‘That no person shall 
be entitled toenter more than a half quarter or fractional 
half quarter section of said lands: dnd provided further, 
That no person shall be entitled to receive a patent for any 
of said lands except upon proof of compliance with the re 

quirements of the preémption act of September 4, 1841, 
which specify the qualifications of a preémptor, and settle 
ment and cultivation, and except upon his subscribing an 
oath of loyalty inthe tormand manner required by existing 
laws: 4nd provided further, That all persons so purchas 
ing at public sale, who shall tail to make the proof required 
within one year trom the day of such public sale, without 
reasons therefor satisfactory to the officer charged with the 
execution of this act, shall forfeit all right and tithe to said 


secth 


| lands, and the same shall thereafter revert to the United 








1, 1562, and the acts amendatory thereof, shall be bid off to | 


United States at the minimum price mentioned in said 
acts, and the person or persons having lawful charge of 
sucl 
certificate of sale, or deed, together with a certified tran 
script of his or their proceedings in connection therewith, 


tds shall be regarded and treated as part of the public do 
man, as provided tor in the previous section of this act, 
subject, llowever, to the right of redemption, as provided 
riu the acts atoresaid and the amendments thereto. 
See 3. And be it further enacted, That upon the receipt 
“' the aforesaid certificates or deeds by the Secretary of 
ue Interior, it shall immediately thereatter be the duty of 
the officials to be charged with the execution of this act 





a aa a to be surveyed and divided as near as may be 
ae rly —aEES lots Or tracts, except in cases where otlicial 
yw veys have already been made by the United States, and 
plats thereofare duly on file in the proper Department; 
——— with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, 

‘ppoint and commission all such officers as may be ne- 

- un execute the provisions of this act; and such offi- 
diner uy receive the same compensation as isnow by law 

0 tO similar officers under the general land system 
ol the United States, ’ 


an ag be it further enacted, That from and after 
by the Go PeCesptor the aforesaid certificates or deeds 
ah ee tetary oF the Interior, all persons who have 
hited See serve, in the Ariny or Navy ofthe 
4 ail p ce Cie years during the present rebellion, 
trom hy reasoy Ww 10 have been or shall be discharged there 
therein, sh: i ; = ¥ ounds received or disease contracted 
quantity, of ve entitled to enter eighty acres, or a less 
de » OF said unappropriated public lands, certified or 
aforementioned, in contormity to the provisions 


served 


feeded as 


settlers pe utitled “* An act to secure homesteads to actual 
“a the public domain,” approved May 20, 1862; 


ers : 
renders d wan aoe during the present rebellion, have 
’ - render, honorable service to the United 


, 
e 


isale or sales shall thereatter transmit a duly executed | 


* cause the said lands, thus certified or deeded to the Uni- | 


itshall be the duty ofthe President ofthe United States, | 


the Secretary of the Interior, and thereafter the sai || 


States, and be subjeet to ux 
enacted. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That 
shall not be entered by homestead, nor be 
public sales, or which shall revert to the United States as 
aforesaid, shall thereafter be subject to homestead entries 
by the parties to whom such privileges have been hereto 
fore granted by this act, or to preémption entries by all 
parties: Provided, That no patent shall issue for any ot 
said entries until the party applying therefor shall file an 
oath of loyalty in accordance with existing laws, 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That whenever lands 
shall be entered, under the provisions of thisact, upon which 


provisions next hereinatter 


such lands as 


| any buildings, shops, fences, or other permanent improve 


ments, or any agricultural implements or household turni 


| ture shall be situated, the same shall be appraised by three 


disinterested persons, to be appointed by the officer to be 
hereafter charged with the execution of this act, at such 
compensation and under such regulations as he may pre 
scribe; and the value of such buildings, shops, fences, im 
provements, agricultural implements, and household tur 


| niture so determined, together with the actual or approx 


imate cost to the United States of the condemnation, or 
purchase, survey, appraisement, and sale of said lands, 


| shall be paid into the ‘Treasury of the United States within 


the period of five years, in such installments as the Secre 
tary of the Interior may prescribe, by the person entering 
the land upon which the same may be situated, and the 
value so determined shall constitute a lien in favor of the 
United States upon the land, and upon all the improve 
ments, fixtures, and appurtenances thereot, whether the 
same shall be found thereon at the time ot entering the land, 
or shall be subsequently placed thereon by the person en 
tering the same. 

Sec. & nd be it further enacted, That in the construc 
tion of this act no distinction shall be made on account of 
color or race, but the privileges of this act shall be enjoyed 
equally by all persons entitled by its terms and provisions 
to participate in the same ; and in case of the death of the 
person entering lands under the provisions of this aet, the 
required proof and payments may be made by his execu 
tor, administrator, widow, or one or more of his heirs. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That 
sioner of the General Land Office be, and is hereby, charged 
with the execution of the provisions of this act, subject to 
the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Sec. 10. and be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this actbe, 
and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise toa point of order, 
that it is not in ordet to move as an amendment 
a bill pending in the House. But I will waive 
my point until after my colleague has been heard. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that that body had passed a bill of the House 
(No..302) to amend section nine of the act ap- 
proved July 17, 1862, entitled ‘* An act to define 
the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes,’’ with amend- 
ments, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
cyrrence of the House; also, that that body had 
passed bills of the following titles, in which he 
was directed to ask the concurrence of the House: 

Anact (No. 54) to incorporate the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company in the District of Columbia; 
and ; 

An act (No. 155) to incorporate the Union Gas- 
Light Company of the District of Columbia. 


BATTLE OF CILATTANOOGA. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois, I understand 


that the renort of General Grant of the battle of || ests and prairies of the Wes 


bid off at the | 


the Commis- | 


Al, GLOBE. 


OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN ©. RIVES, WASHINGTON. D. @. 


New Senies.. 


Chattanooga is ready for transmission to this 
House, and I submit the followi: yr resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War he directed to fur 
nish to this House a copy of the report of Major General U, 
S. Grant ofthe battle of Chattanooga, and also the re ports 
of subordinate commanders in said batie. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
received and adopted. 

IOMESTEAD LAW AGAIN. 

The House resumed the consideration of Senate 
bill No. 60, amendatory of the homestead law, and 
for other purposes, and the amendments thereto, 

Mr. JULIAN. Mr. Speaker, during the past 
month | prepared and reported fi the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands a o provide home- 
steads for persons in the military and naval ser- 
vice of the United St 


confiscated lands of rebels 


a om 


MPhil 
the forfeited and 
The bill was recom- 
mitted and printed; and my purpose was lo discuss 


ates on 


its provisions under the general call of commit- 
tees for reports, which will bring the ei jeet di- 
rectly before the House for its tion. I find, 
however, in the crowded state of our business, 


thatthis would delay my purpose indefinitely; and 
| have therefore concluded to avail mvself of the 


| Opportunity now offered to submit what | have to 


say. 

The measure referred to will be considered a 
novel one; butitshould not therefore be regarded 
with surprise or disfavor. 
novel condition. 


Our country is ina 
The civil war in which we are 
engaged is one of the grandest novelties the world 
has ever seen. We are every day br vught face 
to face with new questions, and compelled to ac- 
cept the new duties which lie inouf path. Who- 
soever comprehends this crisis, and is willing to 
assume its burdens, must keep step to the march 
of events, and turn his back upon the past. 

The bill L have reported, however, is less a nov- 
elty in its principles than in their application to 
new and unlooked-for conditions. It involves, 
among other things, the policy of free homesteads 
to actual settlers; and since this policy is now 
seriously menaced, | may be allowed to refer 
briefly to the subject, by way of preface to what 
I shall have. to say on the special matter be- 
fore us. 

Our homestead law was approved May 20, 
1862. Its enactment was a long-delayed but mag- 
nificent triumph of freedom and free labor over 
the slave power. While that power ruled the 
Government its success was impossible. By ree- 
ognizing the dignity of labor, and the equal rights 
of the million, it threatened the very life of the 
oligarchy which had so long stood in its way. 
The slaveholders understood this perfectly; and 
hence they resisted it, reinforced by their north- 
ern allies, with all the zeal and desperation with 
which they resisted ‘‘abolitionism”’ itself. Its 
final success is among the blessed compensations, 
of the bloody conflict in which we are plunged. 
This policy takes for granted the notorious fact 
that our public lands have practically ceased to 
be a source of revenue. It recognizes the evils of 
land monopoly on the public domain, as well as 
in the old States, and looks to its settlement and 
improvement as the true aim and highest good 
of the Republic. It disowns, as iniquitous, the 
principle which would tax our landless poor men 
$1 25 per acre for the privilege of cultivating the 
earth; for the privilege of making it a subject of 
taxation, a source of national revenue,and a home 
for themselves and their little ones. Itassumes, 
to use the words of General Jackson, that ‘* the 
wealth and strength of a country are its popula- 
tion,”’ and that * the best part of that population 
are the cultivators of the soil.’’ This bold and 
heroic statesman urged this policy thirty-two 
years ago; and had it then been adopted, coupled 
with adequate guards against the greed of specu- 
lators, millions of landless men who have since 
gone down to their graves in the weary conflict 
with poverty and hardship would have been 
cheered and blessed with independent homes on 
the public domain. Wealth incal uluble, quar- 
ried from the mountains and wrung from the for- 
i, would have poured 
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jialo Lilie | Aci ‘ i] Vii icslion of Siavery 
In ¢ nat Territories would ve found 7 
| cel =¢ tae ste idy idval wma f 
empire of free labor, while slavery in its str 
holds, girdled by free institution » Might av 
been content to die a natural death, instead of 
ending its godless career in an infernal leap at 
the nation’s throat, 
The homestead act did not gointo effect till the 


lat of January, 1863. Within four months from 
that date, notwithstanding the troubled state of 
the country, more than a million aeres were 
taken up under its provisions; and at the close 
of the year ending September 30, this amount 


was increased to nearly a million and a half. 
Peace will soon revisit the land and resurrect the 
nation to a new lift The energy and activity of 
ti ‘ , now directed to the busine 33 of war, 
will be dedicated afresh to industrial pursuits, 
Many thousands in the loyal States who will h ive 


caught the spirit of trav land adventure, and far 
rreater mulutudes in the Old World who will be 
vempted to our shores, will lay hold of the home- 
stead law as their glad refuge and sure help. It 
will be the daystar of hope 


the sea, and it is now the 


to millions beyorid 
fond child of the mil- 
who march under the 
Should it stand for ten 
years to come, its blessings will outstrip the most 


! Its over- 


lions of our own people 


old flag of our fathers. 


sanguine anticipations of its friends. 
irow, | have said, is threatened: 

i indirection as well as by open assault. Su 

the date of its passage, Cengress has granted 

nearly seven million acres for the benefit of agri- 


cultural eolleres, and al 


. 
and this is done 


out twenty million to aid 
m the construction of railroads. There are now 


pending before Congress bills making other g: ants 
for rnilroads amounting to nearly se venty m 
neres. We havea project be fore us which 
nearly seven million 


children of soldiers: 


iillion 
rrants 
acres for the education of thi 
another granting two hun- 
dred thousand acres in the State of Michigan for 
the establishment of 
course would 


female colleges, which of 
be extended tothe other States: and 
another granting ten million acres for the estab- 
lishment of normal schools for young ladies. 
Every day witnesses the birth of new projects 
by which our public lands may be frittered away, 
and the beneficent policy of the homestead law 
mutilated and troyed. And taneously 
with the development of this backward move- 
ment, and as if to aid 


public 


simul 


it, speculators are hovering 
over the domain, picking and culling large 
tracts of the best lands, and thus cheating the 
Government out of their productive wealth, and 
the poor man out of the home which else might 
be his at the end of the war. 
Wh; » homestead policy is thus invaded by 
grac Jus ae upproac hes and indire ct attac k, its Over- 
throw is boldly demanded asa financial nece ssity. 
A veteran public journalist, and one of the fore- 
most party —. rs of our time, proposes to go 
back from the Christian dispensation of free 
homes and actual settlement to the Jewish dark- 
ness of land speculators and public plunder. He 
wants mon y tw pay our immense national debt, 
and seeks to obtain it by levying on the lands 
which the nation has al lready dedicated by law to 
ccupancy and cultivation as the sure means of 
revenue. What we want and the Government 
needs is immigration. This is demonstrated | 
the report of Hon. Samuel B. Ruggles*to the in- 
ternational congress which met at Berlin in last 
September. He takes the eight food-producing 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, lowa, and Missouri, and 
shows that between the years 1850 and 1860 their 
»Opulation increased 3,554,095, of whom a very 
lane proportion were emigrants from the old 
States and from Europe. He shows that this in- 
flux of population increased the quantity of im- 
woved land in these States, within the same pe- 
riod 95,146,054 acres; that the cereal products 
of the se States increased 248, ©10, O23 bushels: 
that their swine increased 2,503,224; ir cattle 
9 831,098. He further shows that with eae ume 
period the assessed value of real and 
tate of these States was augmented $2,810 000,000. 
These, to a great extent, are the direct results of 
immigration; and in the light of these faets the 
interest and duty of the Government are palpable. 
Ry all honorable and reasonable mea 
tr my { Europe t 
From 


Yrsona! es- 


sit sn ruldg 
o send her people to our shores. 
1850 to I8GO the Immigration averaced, 


THE CONGRES 


judgm«e nt of the nation itself, 


SSION AT, 


),762, giving a total of 5,062,414. 
Withint next ten year should the homest ad 


anni y oe At 


WY, « 


number of immigrants wi 


vy continue, the ‘ 

ably far transcend all precedent, while in- 
ereasil ¢ mul tudes from our older States will join 
in the grand procession tow ard West. If 


Thurlow Weed wishes to use the public domain 

) paying our national debt, here is the process. 
It is simply to give heed to the divine injunction 
to multiply and replenish the earth.”’ It is to 


cive homes to the millions who need them, and at 


the same time coin their labor into national wealth, | 


by marrying it to the virgir soil which woos the 
ultivator. Itis to compel the earth to yield up 
her fruits, so that commerce may transmute them 
into silver and gold. Thus only can we solve the 
problem of our finances » public lands 
of paying a debt of 
interest on it, by the 
while 
homeste ad law is a 
proy osition to encourage speculation, to plunder 
the Government, to betray the just rights of mil- 
lions by violating the plighted faith ef the nation, 
to hinder the march of civilization, and to weaken 


, so far as the 


: project 
even the 


are concerned. The 
$3,000,000,000, or 
sale of these lands, is sublimely ridiculous; 


the proposition to re peal the 


the force of our example asa Republic, asserting | 


equal rights and equal laws as the basis of its 
policy 

But I pass from this topic. 
it, partiy because 


aqanver in the 


I desired to sound the alarm of 
s of the peop le, and thus avert 
its approach, and partly bec auge the considera- 
tions I have presented bear directly upon the 
measure now before the House. 
Mr. Speaker, this rebellion has frequently, and 
very justly, been styled a slaveholders’ rebellion. 
rebellion, for the chief 
slaves have been the chief owners of 
Probably tatee fourths if not five sixths of 
the landsin the rebel States at the beginning of the 
war belonged to the slaveholders, who constituted 
only about one fiftieth part of the whole popula- 
those States; while of the entire landed 
estate of the three hundred and fifty thousand 
slaveholders of the South at least two thirds be- 
longed to less than one third of theirnumber. | 
make my calculations from our census tables,and 





) meet i ’ 
Itislkewise a landholders 
owners of 
land. 


tion of 


I have adverted to | 


such other information as I find within my reach. | 


The bill | have reported, therefore, contemplates 
no general seizure and confiscation of the prop- 

‘ly of the people in the insurrectionary districts. 
lt looks to no sweeping measures against the ri ghts 
of the masses, but simply to the breaking up and 
distribution of vast monopolies, which have made 
the virtual owners of the multitude, 
whether white or black, It is a billto restore the 
people to their inalienable rights by chastising the 
traitors who conspired against the Government. 
It proposes to vest in the United States the lands 
Ww a h may be forfeited by confiscation in punish- 
ment of treason or of other crimes under muni- 
cipal laws; by confiscation as a right of war, ay 
military se izure, or by proces ss in rem; and by 
sales for non-payment of taxes 
real estate which will thus pass from the hands 
of rebels cannot now be definitely determined, but 
in secking to estimate it we should bear in mind 
one important consideration. The war which 
the rebels are waging against us is no longer a 
mere insurrection. It is nota grand ns tional riot, 
but a civil, territorial war between them and the 
United States. Having taken their stand outside 
of the Constitution and rested their cause on the 
naked ground of lawless might, they have, of ne- 
cessity, no constitutional rights. For them the 
Constitution has ceased toexist. They are belli- 
gerents, enemies of the United States. They still 
owe allegiance to the Government, and are still 
traitors, 


the few 


The quantity of 


but they are at the same time publicenc- | 


mies, who have simply the rights of war and are | 


to be dealt with according to the laws of war. The 
rights of war and the rights of peace cannot co- 
exist in the hands of rebels. One party to acon- 
tract cannot violate itand yet hold the other beufhd; 
and hence the Constitution has nothing whatever 
to do with our treatment of the rebels, unless we 
shall see fit voluntarily to waive the rights of war 
and deal with them as citizens merely. lam not 
now uttering my own opinion, but the solemn 
speaking authori- 
tatively through the highest court in the Union. 
According to the decision of thatcourta civil war 
between the United States and the rebels has been 
carried on for more than two years and a half. 








GLOBE. 





in the celebrated prin CARER ‘ i 
and reported nn @ Blac 
J ids Grier ‘ ivs, ** T] 


in the Same predicament as two 
gage in a contest and have rv T 
that ‘Sa civil war exists and may be» 


7s 


on the same footing asif those o; pposing t] 


eG 
ernment were foreign invaders, when ve; 
ular course of justice is interrupted by rey 
bellion, or insurrection, so that the courts ¢ 


be kept open;’’ and that **the present ciy 
between the United States and he so-¢ 


alled ¢ 
federate States has such a character and 1 
tude as to give the United States the san, 
and powers which they might exercise | : 
of anational or foreign war.’’ Such,Mr.s8 
is the law, as to the relations existir baba 
rebels and the United States. lam 
the point, bec anee all argument is cloged 
decision. x he rel ( ls are bellice rents, and 
they shall be effectually vanquished they w 
simply the rights of aconqucered people und 
law of nations, that is to say, such 1 ; 
shall choose to grant them according to th oi 
of war, untrammeled by the Coxstitution of; * 


United States. 
Inthelightofthis settled principle, Mr. 
I judge of the extent of rebel territ ory wh 
fall under our éontrol. The war will incres 
intensity and fierceness to the end. The ¢y 
peration of the rebels will naturally ky 
with our successes. Our war policy, y 
been steadily growing more and more earnes 
radical for the past two years, will not 
come a ** war pe peace principles.”? Th 
proclamation may reach the case of n 
should it reach even all who are not ex 
excepted by its terms, there will! still bi 
mense territory falling under our power, § 
whether we have w ille d itor not, this } 
war of subjugation, and the lav of natior 
govern the parties and the settlement of t 
pute. We slgll not be confined to the p» 
actments of Congress on the subject of | 
which require an indictment, a regular tri 
aconviction. ‘The condemnation of rebel! 
erty need not depend upon the prosecutio: 
owner througha grand jury, who may bew 
or in part secessionists, nor upon his conv 
by a petit jury of like character, nor u 
finding of a bill within any statute of jimi 
Resting our case on the law of nations: 
laws of war, weare not compelled to seek | 
of the rebel through a trial which must bi 
the county in which the offense was con 
and in which both court and jary may be: 
pathy with the accused. ‘The several pei 
of Congress on these subjects, and th 
safeguards of law applicable to the 1 
zens in a time of peace, are not in our way. | 
war powers of the Government, as asserted a 
defined in the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth sec- ( 
tions of the confiscation act of July 17, lov. 
pointtoaremedy as sweeping as itis just, Names 
the military seizure, condemnation, and s 
the real estate of traitors and their abettors, 4 
considerable quantity of land, itis true, may 
from the rebels by judicial proceedings agains! 
them for treasoh, and other crimes under n 
pal statutes. I know, too, that milli 
must be forfeited by the non-payment of tax 
But indepe ndent of these sources of title, and by 
virtue of military seizure and condemnatio! 
a very large proportion of the hinds ' within 
insurrectionary districts must vest in tie Gor 
ernment of the United States. 
If it be said that the Government has no 
to confiscate the fee simple of rebel St: ms mee! 
it with a direct denial. In what | |! sail, | 
have taken this right for granted. Vi have never 
doubted it for a moment, and I shall not: 
gue the question. The honest refusal of th Pr 
dent, “ye June, to allow Congress to tou 
fee of rebels in arms against the nation, Was 
saddest and grandest mistake of his life. 
right to do so was disputed and debat 
Congress, as it has been extensively In til’ 
some of our wisest statesmen and greatest 
yers, will hereafter be set down among te | 
cal curiosities of thiscentury. Our futhers 8 
not fools, but wise men, who armed the ! 
with the power to crush its foes as wel! as to ( 
tectits friends. ‘* The Constitution was mace’, 
the people, not the people for the Constitution 
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ned as ashield in the bands of 
yd in the hands of the Gov- 
earth. It recognizes 
f war, nor was 
oescape them. The 
did » fashion 
} only in m 
sver smooth seas, but they qualific d 
out the fiercest tempest in safety, and 

¢ % pirates. That t 


\ } 


. » not aesiz 


them to th 


} } ; 
: * mys and the laws 
! tntiry t 
ai shi 


nots 


hat she could sail ca 


he nation in this strug- 
vil w for its life against red-handed traitors and as- 
e s has no power to confiscate their lands, is 

nosition Which gives comfort to every rebel 
aon er in the country, while it insults both 

‘iy and common seyse. The people know 
‘and on this question their voice must be 
d. They do not believe, but they know, 
e lands of rebels are subject to our power 


alhile 


‘ 


en : the laws of war, as well as their personal 


rty, their negroes or their lives. ‘The Gov- 
y W -in the course of this struggle, has learned 
, sons. Others are yet to be mastered. 


r learned how to strike at slavery as the 
se of the war,and to arm the negroes 
national defense, it must now lay hold of 
ds of rebels. I believe our triumph over 


CAU 


" 


THE CONGRES 


Sy 1 is not so near at hand as we generally sup- 
The most terrific fighting of the war Is yet 
-come. ‘hey do notdream of surrender, or com- 
Che exas. se, oh any conceivable terms. They will 
keep y F 6 sist us, to the end, with a spirit as remorseless 
Wi th, and as bitter as the ashes of hell. They 
arnes ist be overcome and crushed by the powers of 
. : war, and we must employ, with all the might 
an be kindled by the crisis, every weapon 
many known to the lawof nations. Congress must re- 
ex joint resolution of last year which pro- 
3 the fee of rebel landholders. The Presi- 
wi ,as Lam well advised, now stands ready to 
isin such action. Should we fail to do this, 
lor courts Must So interpret the joint resolution 
ol t ~ to make its repeal needless. Should both Con- 
| | the courts stand in the way of the na- 
f twi’s life, then * the red lightning of the people’s 
r tri * must consume the recreant men who re- 
rebel fuse to execute the popular will. Our country, 
ution of edand free, must be saved, at whatever bazard 
be w t; and nothing, not even the Constitution, 
cony allowed to hold back the uplifted arm of 
u Governmentin blasting the power of the rebels 
iat ever. 
ns | come then, Mr. Speaker, to the practical 
eK | juestion involved inthis bill. This conflict is to 
st be be cnded by hard, desperate, and perhaps pro- | 
n d fighting. We shall certainly win; and our | 
bein s triumph wall inevitably divest the title to a vast 
| per ly of land in the rebel States and place it un- 
ur control, I think it entirely safe to con- 
that it will constitute more than half, and 
rway. | probably three fourths, of all the cultivated lands 
Sse in the rebellious districts. It will certainly, in any 
eighth event, cover many million acres. It will include | 
y 17, 1302 nds against which proceedings in rem shall 
ist, namely sututed, under the provisions of the act to 
ind sale 0 ress insurrections and to punish treason and 
ett \ ion, approved July 17, 1862; all lands which 
e,ma y be sold under the provisions of the act for 
nes a ie Collecuon of direct taxes in insurrectionary 
der m is, approved June 7, 1862; and ail lands 
ns of acres Which may be sold under the provisions of the 
ut of tax act to provide internal revenue to support the Gov- 
ite, a ment, approved July 1, of the same year. 
atior What shall be done with these immense es- 
; within | ‘ates, brought within our power by the acts of 
n the Gor- ‘beis’ One of two policies, radically antagonis- 
' icy must be acex pted. They must be allowed to 
las no rigs tal 


into the hands of speculators, and become the 
ates, | mee ‘Sis of new and frightful monopolies, or they 

placed under the jurisdiction of the Gov- 
ment, in trust for the people. Thealternative 


lave sail, ! must bi 


not now ‘iow presented, and presses upon us for a speedy 
of the Pre vecision. Under the laws of Congress now in 
» to ree, unchecked by counter legislation, these 
on, was “es Will be purchased and monopolized by men | 
e. | “oe care far more for theirown mercenary gains | 
Lin the 1s Mian for the real progress and glory of our coun- 
yin this, ‘ry. Instead of being parceled out into small 
reatest [av homesteads, to be tilled by their own independ- 
g the pour “is oWners, they will be bought in large tracts, 
jathers wet ‘thus not only deprive the great mass of land- 
the ! ‘“oorers of the opportunity of acquiring 
to » “omes, but place them at the mercy of the lords | 
vas mad Of the soil, 


nstituuon Way, | 


plored, will succes d. In pl ice of the slavehold- 


ing landowner of the South, lordit t over | 

ireds of slaves d so of acres, we shall 
hav é i fthe North, whose 
dominio ot aud r whites will 
he more g y 9 W cl ! ( f 
degree tem les} ism through the Cl 

of the tyrant in the health and welfare of his vic- 
tims. The maxim of the slaveholder that ** cap 
ital should own labor’? will be as frightfully ex- 


emplified under the system of wages s 
child of land mon poly, as under the s 
chattel slavery, which has so long sc urged the 
southern States. What we should demand is a 
policy that will guaranty homes to the loyal mil- 
lions who need t n, and thus ¢g { their most 
precious rights and interests against the remorse- 
less exactions of capital and the pit 


avery, the 


system of 


he iar 


} 
less ral 


acity 
of avarice. The helpless condition of the poor 
of the rebel States, when capitalists shal! have 


] Dan . 
nlready 


tof Mr. Yu atman, of the west- 





monopolized the 
in the recent repo 


foreshadowed 


erm sanitary commission, tle says: 
“The poor negroes are everywhere greatly oppressed at 
their condition, They all testify thatif they were only paid 


their little wage 
chase clothin hed with the provisions promised, 
they could stand it; but to work and get poorly paid, poorly 
fed, and not doctored whe re than they can 
endure. Among the thousands whom I questioned none 
showed the least unwillingness to work. Iithey could only 
| be paid fair wages they would be contented and happy. 
They don free men. They say that 


jas they earn them, so that they could pur 
irnisl 


: } 
andl 








1SICK, IS In 


trealize t 


lat they are 


they are told they are, but then they are taken and hired 
out to men who treat tiem, so far as providing for them is 
| concerned, tar worse than their * secesh’ masters did. Be 


sides this, they feel tl 


bat tlie 
it was when the ‘s 


esl’? 


ir pay or hire is lower now than 
used to hire them. 

“The parties leasing plantations 
negroes do it from no motives either of loyalty or human 
ity. The desire of gain alone prompts them, and they care 
little whether they make it out of the blood of they 
employ or from the ‘There are, of course, exceptions; 
but Lam informed that the majority of the lessees were 
ouly adventurers, camp-followers, ‘army sharks,’ as they 
are termed, who have turned aside from what they con 
sider their legitimate prey, the poor soldier,*to gather the 
riches of the land which his prowess has laid open to them. 
I feel that the fathers and brothers and friends of these 
brave men should have an opportunity to renp, under amore 
equitable system for the laborer, the reward of the months 
of toil and exposure it has cost to open this country to the 
institutions of freedom and compensated labor. If these 
plantations were required to be subdivided into parcels or 
tracts, to suit the views and means of our Western men, 
say in farms of trom one to two hundred acres, thousands 

| would soon flock to the South to lease them, especially 
when it was known that one acre of ground there culti 
vated in cotton would yield, in dollars, ten times as much 
ausathome. Besides, this subdivision would attract a loyal 
population, who would protect the country against any 
guerrilla bands that might infest it.” 


and employing these 


those 
soil. 


Mr. Speaker, the poor whites of the South will 
be as powerless to take cure of themselves as the 
freedmen, unless the Government shall arm them 


as Mr. Yeatman says, would also secure a loyal 
population, since every man who has a home to 
love and to defend will naturally love hiscountry. 
This rebellion will present the strongest tempta- 
tions to land monopoly that were ever offered to 
the greed of avarice and power. ‘The rich lands 
of the South have been cursed by this evil from 
the beginnin 


r 
my 


*) 


ind without the inte rposition of 
Congress the system will be continued, and vital- 
ized anew by falling into fresh hands. ‘The de- 
graded and thriftless condition of the people, the 
heritage of centuries of bondage, will pave the way 
for Jand monopoly in more grievous forms than 
have yet been recorded in ancientor modern times, 
Society cannot possibly be organized on a repub- 
lican basis, because a grinding aristocracy, rest- 
ing upon large landed estates, will convert the 
mass of the people into mere drudges and depend- 
ents. African slavery may ot exist in name, but 
the few will practicaily control the fortunes of the 
many, grrespective of color or race. In such 
communities public improvements will necessa- 
ray languish. Wasteful and slovenly farming 
will stamp upon the country the impress of dilap- 
idation, while reducing the productiveness of the 
soil and hindering the growth of manufactures 
and commerce. In the midst of large landed es- 
tates, towns and villages can neither be multi- 
| plied nor enjoy a healthy growth. The want of 

diversity of pursuitsand competition in business 

will palsy the energies of the people. The edu- 

cation of the masses will be impossible, since the 


D || establishment and support of schools within con- 
The old order of things will beswept || venient reach of the people cannot be secured. 
uta new order, scarcely less to be de- || The proprictors of the great estates, as has been 
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acainsttheir masters. ** Subdivision’’ of the land, | 
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well rernarked, will be feudal lords, while the 


poor will have no feudal riehts. Under the tend- 
new P Pn, Dawe a ' . 
ency of a false system, society will steadily grav- 
tate toward the example of South America and 
7 ’ 
Mexico, where ome estates are larger than two 
t ’ ~ +) 1} , “3° 

ee of the smalicr States of our Union. The 

ountry will find its hk sin England, in which 


the smaller landh« 
up by the larger. 
Says Dn. Channing: 


ders are daily being swallowed 


In the civilized world there are few sadder speetacies 
than the present contrast in Great Britain of unbounded 
wealth and luxury with the starvation of thousands and 
tens of thousands, crowded into cellars and dens, without 
ventilation or light, compared with which the wigwam of 
the Indianis a palace. Misery, famine, bratal degradation, 
in the neighborhood and presence of stately mansions, which 
ring with gayety and dazzle with pomp and unbounded 
profusion, shock us as does no other wreichedness.”’ 


Sir, the sympathy of the British aristocracy for 
the rebels isaltogether natural. Land monopoly 
is slave ry. The great Kaglish | indlord looks u} on 
the large slaveholders of the South as ** brothere 
{ loved,” while the * , 


’ ” 
carers 


sand-hillers’’? and ‘clay 


Carolina and Georgia are pe rh ips not 


c 
Ol 


more miserably degraded by unjust laws than the 
Enelish agricultural Mr. Baneroft, de 


scribing the condition of ludy some two thousand 
years ago, Says: 


labore ve 


* The aristocracy owned the soll and its cultivators, The 
Vast capacity for accumulation which the laws of society 
secure to capital in a greater degree than to personal exer 
tion, displays itself nowhere so clearly as in slaveholding 
States, where the laboring class is but a portion of the cap 
ital of the opulent. As wealth consists chiefly in land and 
slaves, the rates of interest are, from universally operative 
causes, always comparatively high; the diMficulty of ad 
vancing with borrowed capital proportionally great. The 
small landholder finds himself unable to compete with those 
who are possessed of whole cohorts of bondmen; bis slaves, 
his lands, rapidly pass, in consequence of his debts, into 
the hands of the more opulent. The large plantations are 
continually swallowing up the smaller ones, and land aud 
slaves come to be engrussed by a few.’? 

This is not only an exact description of slavery 
as we have seen itin the southern States, but a 
parallel in principle to the system of aristocracy 
in England, founded on the monopoly of the sort. 
Travelers through that country speak of it as 
‘thinly settled.’’ Outside of the cities and towns 
this is true. Even the commons, on which the 
poor used to pasture their cattle and enjoy their 
games, are now inclosed by legalized land rob- 
bers. Those who demand a correction of these 
evils, in the name of justice and the people, are 
denounced as “ agrarians,”’ just as the enemies 
of slavery in this country are branded as * abo- 
litionists.’* The slaveholding land monopolists 
of this country are to-day reaping the bitter fruits 
of their unrighteous domination. A retribution 
to the aristocracy of England, not less terrible, is 
as certain to come, as that pampered injustice finds 
no limits to its demands. 

But I need not dwell longer upon the evils of 
land monopoly. The history of civilization fur- 
nishes an unbroken testimony to these evils, and 
thus pleads with us, in the organization of new civil 
communities, to fortify ourselves against them. 
A grand opportunity now presents itself for rec- 
ognizing the principles of radical democracy in 
the establishment of new and regenerated States. 
We are summoned by every consideration of pa- 
triotism, humanity, and republicanism to lay the 
foundations of empire upon the enduring basis of 
justice and equal rights. No revolutionary or de- 
structive measures are required on our part. We 
are already in the midst of revolution and chaos. 
Through no fault of our own, the foundations 
of social and political order in the rebel States are 
subverted, and the elimination of a great disturb- 
ing clement opens up oui pathway to the estab- 
lishment of free Christian commonwealths on the 
ruins of the past. ‘hese States constitute one of 
the fairest portions of the globe. They are larger 
in area thanall the free Statesof the North. They 
have a sea and Gulf coastof more than six thou- 

‘sand miles in extent, and are drained by more 
than fifty navigable rivers, which are never closed 
to navigation by the rigor of the climate. They 
have at least as rich a soil as the States of the 
North, yielding great wea'th-producing staples 
peculiar to them, and two or three crops in the 
year. They. have a finer climate, and thetr agri- 
cultural, manufacturing,and commercial advant- 
ages are decidedly superior. ‘Their g ographical 

| position is better, as respects the great commer- 
| cial centers of the world. The institution of sla- 


| very, which has so long cursed these regions by 
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excluding emigration, degrading labor, and im- 
poverishing the soil, will very soon be expelled. 
The ery which already comes up from these lands 
is for free laborers. If we offer them free home- 
steads, and protect their rights, they will come. 
John Bright, ina recent speech at Birmingham. 
estimates that within the past year one hundred 
and fifty thousand people have sailed from Eng- 
land to New York. Letit be settled that slavery 
is dead, and that the estates of traitors in the 
South can be had under the provisions of the 
homestead law, and foreign emigration will be 
quadrupled, if not augmented tenfold. Millions 
in the Old World, hungering and thirsting after 
the righteousness of free institutions, will flock 
to the sunny South, and mingle there with the 
swarms ofourown people in pursuit of new homes 
under kindlier skies. Immigration has not slack- 
ened, even during this war, and in determining 
the direction it will take it must be remembered 
that settlements have very nearly reached their 
limits in the North and West. 
braska are border States, and must so continue. 
Their storms and droughts and desert plains give 
a pretty distinct hint that theemigrant must seek 
his Eldorado in latitudes further south. In the 
new northwestern States the richest lands have 
been purchased, and vast portions of them locked 
up by speculators. ‘Their distance from the great 
markets for their produce and their severe winters 
will also check emigration in that direction, and 
incline it further south, if lands can be procured 
there with tolerable facility. The rebel States 


Kansas and Ne- | 


not only abound in cheap and fertile land, with | 
cheap labor in the persons of the freedmen to | 


assist in its cultivation, but they possess great 
mineral resources. They have also extensive 
lines of railroads, which, in connection with their 


great rivers, bring almost every portion of their | 


territory into communication with the sea. 


Mr. Speaker, nothing can atone for the woes and | 


sorrows of this war but the thorough reorganiza- 
tion of society in these revolted States. Now is 
the time to begin this work. We must not only 


TH 


| lawyers in the Union. 


mitted to our hands. We can reénact over them 
the political and social damnation of the past, or 


predestinate them to the blessedness and glory |) 


y . 
ofa grand and ever-unfolding future. We can 
build up a magnificent constellation of free com- 

monwealths, whose territory can support a pop- | 


basis of free labor and a just distribution of land || 


among the people, or we can again organize so- | 
ciety after the pattern of Europe, and thus spare | 
the hideous cancer, which, in the words of Cha- | 
teaubriand, ** has gnawed social order since the | 
beginning of the world.’’ Can we hesitate in 

dealing with so fearful an alternative? 
mock the Almighty by sporting with the Heaven- 

permitted privilege now placed before us? Shall | 
we heap curses on our children, when blessings | 
are within our grasp? Sir, let us prove ourselves 
worthy of our day and of our work. Letusrise | 


| 
ulation of more than one hundred millions, on the ] 
| 
| 
' 


thus make’ ourselves, under Providence, the cre- 
ators of a new dispensation of liberty and peace. 
Then, in the eloquent language of Solicitor Whit- 
ing, ** the hills and valleys of the South, purified 
and purged of all the guilt of the past, clothed with 
a new and richer verdure, will lift up their voices 
in thanksgiving to the Author of all good, who has 
granted to them, amid the agonies of civil war, a 
new birth and a glorious transfiguration. 


to the full height of oursublime opportunity, and 


will again become one people, united in interests, 
in pursuits, in intelligence, in religion, and in pa- 
triotic devotion to our common country.”’ 

As regards the particular provisions of the bill 
before us, I need not occupy much of the time of 
this House. It has been printed, and gentlemen 
have had the opportunity of examining it for 
themselves. It has been prepared with much 
care, and with the assistance of some of the best 
The first and second sec- 
tions of the bill provide the methods by which the 
title of rebel landowners shall vest in the United 


| States under the acts of Congress now in force on 


cut up slavery, root and branch, but we must see || 
to it that these teeming regions shall be studded | 
over with small farms and tlled by freemen. We | 


must remember that ‘‘the best way to help the 


poor is to enable them to help themselves.’? We | 


must guard the equal rights of the people as a re- 
ligious duty, for ** Christianity is the root of all 


democracy, the highest fact in the rights of man.’’ | 
Labor must be rendered honorable and gainful, |! 
_ the lands in question as nearly as may be in forty- | 


by securing to the laborer the fruits of his toil. 


Instead of the spiritof Caste and the law of Hate | 


which have so long blasted these regions, we must 
build up homogeneous communities, in which the 
interest of each will be recognized as the interest 
of all. Instead of an overshadowing aristocracy, 
founded on the monopoly of the soil, and its do- 
minion over the poor, we must have no order of 
nobility but that of the laboring masses of the 


|| the present or rectangular system. The section 


country, who fight its battles in war and consti- | 


tute its glory and its strength in peace. Instead of 


large estates, widely scattered settlements, waste- | 


ful agriculture, popular ignorance, political and 
social degradation, the decay of literature, the de- 
cline of manufactures and the arts, contempt for 
honest labor, and a pampered aristocracy, we 
must have small farms, closely associated com- 
munities, thrifty tillage, free schools, social inde- 
pendence, a healthy literature, flourishing manu- 
factures and mechanic arts, respect for honest 
labor, and equality of political rights. These ends, 
to a great extent, are provided for by the bill I 
have introduced, and no measure of more vital 
interest to the people has ever been submitted to 
the Congress of the United States. I voted for 
the bill which has passed this House providing 
for a Bureau of Emancipation, but 1 must regard 


this measure as a far better **freedman’s bill”? | 


than that of my honorable friend from Massachu- 
setts, for it provides for the emancipation of all 
races, and the freedom of labor itself. These re- 
gions, blighted by treason, must be cared for, or 


abandoned, by the General Government. The | 


| insurrectionary districts. 


the subject of confiscation and revenue. I shall 
not discuss the power of the Government thus to 
acquire the title to this land, for it cannot be con- 
troverted without overturning all the legislation 
of the last Congress on the subject of confiscation, 
internal revenue, and the collection of taxes in 
I have, in fact, already 


argued the question of power, in what I have said 


| fact that in several of the insurrectionary districts 


—— 


| lands, and thus avoids any new and cumbersome 


Heaven-daring conspiracy of rebels in arms has || 


placed them, or will place them, at our feet. Shall 


we hand them over to the speculator, in the hope | 
of thereby securing a revenue to pay our national | 


debt? I have shown that the true source of rev- 
enue is the cultivation of the soil. The future of 
thece rebellious States, involving the weil-being 
of millions for generations to come, js now com- 


| 
| 


| 
| 
Then 
the people of the North and the people of the South 
of our relations to the rebels as belligerents. 
The third section provides for the survey of 


acre lots. This is deemed necessary from the 


the old system of irregular surveys exists, and not 


also provides for the appointment of necessary 
officers and their compensation, and contemplates 
the application and use of the machinery of the 
General Land Office within such districts. 

The fourth section gives a homestead of eighty 
acres to all soldiers who shall have served in the 
Army or Navy two years, and forty acres to all 
persons who shall have aided in the military ser- 
vice against the rebels for any period of time, 
either as soldiers or laborers. It also extends the 
provisions of the homestead act of 1862 over these 


regulations,and exacts a continuous residence of 
five years to consummate the title. 

The fifth section provides that after keeping the 
lands open for homesteads for five years, those 
remaining vacant shall be sold at public sale. It 
prohibits the sacrifice of them by fixing a mini- 
mum price, which they must bring. It also re- 
quires the purchaser to comply with the preémp- 
tion act of 1841, prior to his receiving a patent, 
thus demanding a residence on the land, and pre- 
cluding an accumulation of itin the hands of spec- 
ulators. These safeguards look to the benefit of 
the mass, and not the interests of a few,even after 
homesteads have been selected. This section also 
provides that proof of loyalty shall be made by 
all persons claiming rights under the bill. 

The sixth section, as will be seen, requires no 
comment. Theseventh requires persons selecting | 
improved lands to pay for whatever may be fount 
of value on them, after an appraisement by per- | 
sons regularly appointed for the purpose, and to | 
pay the costs created by the proceeding. The 
effect will be that the expenses created by the act | 
will be paid into the Treasury of the United States, | 
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and may exceed the expenditures which w) 
il 


| connected with its operations, me 
Theeighth section establishes an Obviously ines 

if not a necessary rule of construction ay t7.. 
sons of color, giving them equal rights wit) white 
men, and extends the inchoate rights of a nett * 
to his heirs, or widow, who may complete oa. 


ments and make proof. 

The ninth section places the execution of ,) 
act in the Department of the Interior, or tha: . os 
immediately connected with the land system. .., 
the last section repeals all laws inconsiste 
the provisions of theact. 1 willonly add that th 
act has nothing to do with real estate in towne 
cities, and villages, which will, of course, eon, 
tinue to be sold as heretofore. 

These, Mr. Speaker, are the material Provis 
ions of the bill. They embody principles whieh 
I have endeavored to vindicate, by argument and 
by fact. If I am right, then every moment of 
delay is a golden opportunity wasted forever. 
Under the present policy of the Government eye, 
passing day bears witness to the transfer of thoy. 
sands of acres of forfeited lands to speculators. 
According to Judge Underwood, more than tw, 
hundred million dollars worth of property jy the 
State of Virginia, chiefly real estate, should be 
confiscated by the Government. Thousands of 
acres are now being sold in the vicinity of thi 
city. In September last the President of the Upj. 
ted States issued instructions to the tax com. 
missioners of South Carolina, providing for the 
sale of 40,845 acres, of which 24,316 aores wers 
to be sold to the highest bidder, in tracts of 32 
acres. The remainder was to be sold to the heads 
of African families, for such sums, not less thay 
$1 25, as the Government should see fit to de. 
mand. These sales are portions of a lot of 76,775 
acres offered on the 9th of last March, when 16,479 
acres were sold to speculators; making an ager». 
gate of 40,705 acres which will have been soli in 
large tracts, leaving for the negro only 16,49 
acres, which he may buy, if he can raise the money 
to pay the price fixed by the Government. Suc 
transactions as these, in Port Royal, where s» 
much has been hoped for the freedman, are most 
significant. If any people have a divine right to 
these tropical lands, they are the slaves who have 
bought them, over and over, by their sweat and 
toil and blood, through centuries of oppression, 
Degraded and imbruited by servitude, mere chil- 
dren in knowledge and self help, we require them 
to compete for their homesteads with the sharp- 
ened faculties of the white speculator, schooled 
in avarice by generations of money getting, who 
believes that the almighty dollar is the only living 
and true God, and would “run into the mouth 
of hell after a bale of cotton.” 

Sir, our Government is false to its trust, infidel 
to its mission, if it shall lend its high sanction to 
such wanton injustice and wrong. Had | the 

ower, I would give a free home on the forfeited 
and of rebels to every bondman in the insurrec- 
tionary districts. Let the Government, at least, 
give him an equal chance with our own race in 
the settlement and enjoyment of his native land. 
Less than this would be a mockery of justice and 
an insult both to decency and humanity. He's 
excluded from the northern States and Territo- 
ries by their uncongenial climate, by his attach- 
ment to his birth-place, and by Anglo-Saxon 
domination and enterprise. Let the Government, 
which has so long connived at his oppression, 
now make sure to him a free homestead on the 
land of his oppressor. Letus deal justly with the 
African, and thereby lay claim to justice forour- 
selves. Let us remember, in the language of our 
patriotic Chief Magistrate, that ‘we cannot ¢% 
cape history. We of this Congress and this 
Administration will be remembered in spite of 
ourselves. No personal significance or insign 
cance can spare one or another of us. The fiery 
trial through which we pass will light us dow", 
in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation. In 
giving freedom to the slave, we assure freedom ‘ 
the free; honorable alike in what we give and 
what we preserve. We shall nobly save ° 
meanly lose the last best hope of earth. Other 
means may succeed; this could not fail. The w®y 
is plain, peaceful, generous, just—a way which, 
if followed, the world will forever applaud, and 
God must forever bless.’’ 

{ now withdraw my amendment, and demand 
the previous question.“ 
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nee HOLMAN. I move the following mod- 
Rat of my amendment, and that it be added 
ne a proviso to the sixth instead of the fourth 
s 


section. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
ided, however, That no non-commissioned officer or 
*  goldier or seaman Who shall be at the time of such 
_ » the military or naval service of the United States, 
au) chal have been in such service for a period not less 
‘nan three months and honorably discharged therefrom, 
ee be required to pay the ten dollars fee or the commis- 
a neationed in this act and the act to which this is an 
— Samah ind provided further, That any such non- 
amen ssioned officer, private soldier, or seaman, being a 
© ome of the United States, or having declared his inten- 
= m4 to become a citizen thereof in conformity with law, 
ah iving served in the military or naval service of the 
I nited States for a period of not less than two years and 
pon jouorably discharged, having made an entry of land 
in conformity with this act and the act to which this is 
amendatory, shall be entitled to the patent therefor at any 
time after having resided on or cultivated such land for a 
veriod of one year, and the widow, if unmarried, or, if no 
widow, the children of such non-commissioned officer, pri- 


Prot 


vate soldier, OF seaman, shall be entitled to such patent on || ! 
| 1ze the bounties. 


like condition. 

“Mr. HOLMAN. Before my colleague calls 
the previous question, I desire to explain the ef- 
fect of this amendment. It will be remembered 
that the original homestead act requires the pay- 
ment of a fee of ten dollars atthe me of making 
the entry of land by the party desiring to avail 


TH 


| that is, that the great body of soldiers who would 


| service is now nearly expired, and many of them, | 
worn out by the vicissitudes of war, could accept | 


himself of the provisionsof the act. ‘This amend- | 


atory act reported by my colleague requires the 


dditional payment of one per cent. upon the | 
minimum value of the lands entered, to be paid at 


the time of entry, and one per cent. at the time 
the title is finally perfected, being two per cent. in 
addition to the ten dollar fee. These payments 
are in addition to the fees required to be paid the 
officers of the land office. The bill, as reported 
by my colleague, requires the payment of all of 
these amounts and fees by all persons, including 
soldiers, who may seek to obtain the benefit of 
the homestead act, and requires also a residence 
on and cultivation of the land for five years before 
a patent shall issue. My amendment provides 
that the soldier beingin that service at the time of 
making entry, or having been in the service for 
the period of three months and honorably dis- 
charged from the service, shall not be required to 


pay either the sum of ten dollars or the two per | 


ent. commissions upon making the entry and the 
final perfection of the title. That is the effect of 
the first proviso of the amendment. 

The second proviso of my amendmentis to the 
effect that a non-commissioned officer, private sol- 
dier, or seaman, having served for a period of not 
less than two years and been honorably dis- 


charged, shall be entitled to his patent for his quar- || 
ter section of land after aresidence and cultivation || 


of one year; and if he shall die, his widow or his 
children shall be entitled to the benefits of this 
provision. Under the original act, and under the 


amendatory att also, as reported by my colleague | 


—for the principle is not changed at all—a resi- 
dence and cultivation of land for a period of five 


years isa prerequisite to obtaining a patent. And | 


(his applies to the soldier as well as the civilian. 
ltseems to me there ought to bea discrimination 
vetween the soldier who has served his country 
faithfully and well during the present war and 
‘he citizens who have endured none of the hard- 


ships of the war, and, availing themselves of the | 


‘osence of the soldier in the field, have gone and | 
. . . ' 
are going in vastnumbers into these western States | 


sud Territories to locate the most valuable of the | 


public lands under the provisions of the home- | 


siead act. Ought there not to be some discrim- 


inauion? It seems to be manifest injustice that | 
there should not be. You passed this homestead | 


actin the midst of the war; the patriotism of the 


soldier has deprived him of its benefits, while the 
ost valuable have been seized upon by the ever- | 


ready patriots at home. 
sy our policy we invite from all sections of the 


world emigrants to come and take possession of | 


our lands under this homestead act. 


b That may | 
"ey in view of tKe future, a wise policy; but it is | 
certainly, so far as the benefits of this law are con- | 


cerned, a very unjust policy to the soldiers in the | 


held, who during all the time have been debarred 
‘rom the privilege of availing themselves of its 
waalite. Is it just, sir, to place them upon no 

etter footing than citizens in civil life who have 
sacrificed nothing for their country, and have been 
“oe all the time to avail themselves of the pro- 
“sions of the law, and those whom your bounty 





a 


invites from all quarters of the world? Why, | 
sir,too manifestly unjust to admitof a moment’s | 
argument. The discrimination is all against the 
soldier. There is not one feature in your policy 
in his favor. It is true, by the bill he may make 
his affidavit for entry before an officer in the field; | 
but can he examine the land he would enter? This | 
bill confers on the civilian the right to make the 
affidavitanywhere. There is another fact to which 
I desire to call the attention of my colleague, and 


be enabled to avail themselves of the benefits of 
this provision, and procure their title in a period 
of twelve months, and without the payment of the 
sums | have mentioned, are that class of soldiers 
who went into the public service when we were 
paying bounties of only $100. Their term of 


this bounty at the band of a grateful country. 
By this provision we could, in some degree, equal- 
For since that class of soldiers | 
entered the field we have adopted a more liberal | 
system of bounties, and have paid $300, while 
townships, cities, and States have added their 
bounties, which have run up the sum in some in- 
stances to six or seven hundred dollars toa single 
soldier. 





The effect of my amendment is, in some degree || 


at least, to equalize between these two classes of 
soldiers. The soldier who went into the service 
nearly three years ago,and comes out of it upon 
the expiration of his term of service honorably 
discharged, is enabled to settle upon these public 
lands, and, upon a residence of one year, and 
without the payment of fees, perfect his title. 
You ought to give him this advantage. It would 
be unjust to refuse it. 

The gentleman may say that the perfection of 
title within a period of twelve months is of no | 
practical moment; but the experience of the last 
year has shown that it is of vast practical moment 
in determining the value of the homestead. A 
large portion of those who settled upon these pub- 
lic lands under the homestead provision have, | 
even within a twelvemonth, for the purpose of 
making the title more secure, or for the purpose | 
of making better entries and investments, or to 
secure more favorable locations, paid $1 25 per 
acre for their homestead and obtained a patent, 
rather than wait for the period of five years. The 
report of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office establishes this fact. This provision, then, 
would place the soldier in some degree upon an 
equality with his fellow-citizens at home, and 
would enable him to avail himself of the benefits 
of this Jaw without waiting the tedious process of 
five years’ occupation. Il regard this advantage 
of obtaining the ttle in one year of infinitely more | 
moment than exemption from the payment of the 
fees. As the law is he can do nothing with the 
land until he occupies and cultivates it for five | 
years; if he leaves it it is atotalloss. Give him 
the title after a residence of one year, and if his | 
location is nota good pne, and he wishes to change 
his location, let him sell his land. Why not, sir? | 

I prefer myself that the moment a soldier re- | 
turns from the war he should have the right to 
select his homestead upon the public domain, se- 
cured to you by his valor, and the moment that 
he and his wife and children have taken actual 
possession of it, that moment he shall be entitled 
to a patent, securing to him and his family against 
all accidents and contingencies, without fee or 
other charge, a home and a freehold in the soil of | 
his country; but while I cannot obtain this, be- 
cause as you say it would result to the benefit of | 
speculators, | would still incumber the soldier | 
as little as possible in securing a right which every 
other citizen enjoys, and from which he has been 
debarred by his devotion to his country. 

The only argument made against that system is 
that it approximates to the old bounty-land sys- 
tem, and would inure to the benefit of speculators 
—that great body of men who prey upon the in- 
dustry and sufferings of their fellow-citizens; but 
by this provision, requiring a residence of twelve 
months, that opportunity for speculation is en- 
tirely renioved or materially diminished. But 
why suchanargument? Congress isall the time 
granting vast bodies of land to railroad corpora- 
tions, great and overgrown monopolies, and those 
lands go to the benefit of speculators, and gener- 
ally eh nobed> else. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
_ A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forxer, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had passed bill of the House No. 199, to pro- 
vide for carrying the mails from the United States 
to foreign ports, and for other purposes, with 
amendments, in whici he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

Mr.ALLEY. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, | move that the House non- 
concur in the amendments of the Senate, and ask 
a committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Messrs. 
Auiey, Core of California, and Pruyx, man- 
agers of said conference on the paftt of the House. 


HOMESTEAD LAW-——AGAIN, 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill of the Senate to amend the homestead law. 

Mr. HOLMAN. During the last and also 
during the preceding Congress, you appropriated 
millions of acres of the public domain to these 
vast corporations. You will appropriate millions 
more during the present session of Congress, from 





| all indications, forsimilar purposes, thus central- 


izing the public wealth, and monopolizing the 
— lands, and all for the benefit of speculators. 
ou have made appropriations already for the 


| benefit of agricultural colleges, institutions which 
must result to the benefit of buta handful of citi- 


zens, of something like ten million acres of the 
public domain, Speculators and monopolists will 
seize upon all this. There seems to be, indeed, a 


| determination that the public land shall be ex- 
hausted, and exhausted for the benefit of specu- 


lators and those who are centralizing your wealth 
But when it is proposed 
to discriminate in favor of the soldier who has 
served his country faithfully and well in this 
terrible war, and give him some advantages over 
those who suffered nothing and lost nothing by 
the war, the argument is raised that you furnish 
facilities for speculation. Why,sir, you are fur- 
nishing them in every other shape that ingenuity 
can devise, and because this benefit to the soldier 
may in some instances inure to the benefit of 
speculation you deem it a sufficient argument to 
withhold the benefit. 

My colleague talks about the fairness of parti- 
tioning the lands which you propose to confiscate 
in the South belonging to rebels, not to the sol- 
diers—that seems to be a subordinate considera- 
tion—but to those who, according to his theory, 
are of all others by divine right entitled to them, 
the African population of the South. My col- 
league, no doubt under a paroxysm of political 
passion, is more mindful of the rights of that one 
class of persons than he is of the rights of that 
great body of men in whose behalf I speak, and 
whoare the more entitled to public consideration 
because they are actually engaged in maintaining 
the common wealth of the whole nation, public 
domain and all, by putting down the rebeilion, 
which would overthrow and destroy all. 

My colleague would discriminate in favor of 
what he regards as the legitimate and proper pop- 
ulation of the southern States, the African, but 
no discrimination in favor of the gallant soldier. 
Oh, no; this would destroy the symmetry of the 
bill! 

Now, I think my colleague would discriminate 
very unwisely and unjustly. I say this without 
any reference to any prejudices in favor of our 
own race or againstthe negro. Three anda half 
or four millions of Africans remain right in the 
very hotbed of this rebellion, with your procla- 
mations cast broadcast over the South inviting 
them to freedom; nay, your pelicy urged them 
to assert their freedom and pledges the nation to 
maintain it. No body of men in the world’s 
history were ever so solicited to strike for their 
own rights. And yet they have remained per- 
fectly indifferent and passtve until your Army 
hasreached them, idle spectators of the war. Not 
a blow has been struck, not an arm has been 
raised by them voluntarily in yoursupport. They 
have not even sought,as many predicted, to avait 
themselves of the use of the implements of labor 


| in their hands to wage war upon their masters, 


As you have reached them by the advance of your 
armies you have made them the special recipients 
of your bounties. Yet those who remawm within 
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the rebel] lines are as submissivesas those you 
have taken under yourcare, You predicted t! 
ap oclamation of emancipation would re i 

bel 1 tl ’ y to defend and pi ! i 
hi family. Ln au this y ur theori ; have 
delusive. . 

Tiicse three or fourmillion Africans—a number 
almost equal to the number of those who are at- 


tempting to overthrow the Government—have 
remained passive or submissive laborers for rebel 
masters, while your soldiers, who have suffered 
none of the wrongs of oppression and servitade, 
but inspired only by patriotism, leaving their 
homes and families, have invaded that region of 
rebellion to establish the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution of their country. As between these two 
classes of men, all prejudice aside, the one pas- 
sive and indifferent under servitude, the other 
striving and striking and bleeding, my friend 
makes no discrimination whatever, or, if any at 


all, a discrimination in favor of the African and 
egainst the brave and gallantsoldier who liasim- | 


periled life and all for the country. 

My colleague speaks of the African as pecu- 
liarly entitled to the consideration of the Govern- 
ment; complains of the injustice done him in 
connection with the sale of lands in South Caro- 
lina; asserts that he is entitled to equality in the 
revenerated South, although he has not volun- 


tarily raised an arm or struck a blow on behalf 


of the Government, or what gentlemen regard as 
the same thing, hisfreedom. I do not understand 
the doctrine. It claims for the negro, who does 
nothing even for his own freedom, more than you 
will yield to the white soldier, who has done all 
that mortal man could do. I would do all, sir, that 
humanity demands for the negro. I regret that 
he is a slave, and still more that he consents to 
beaslave. Yet l protest against the feelings that 
consider his rights in preference to those of the 
white soldier. ‘The argument against my prop- 
osition, when fairly spoken, is that it will afford 
facilities for sharpers by inducing soldiers to sell 
their lands to those engaged in land speculation. 
That argument would deprive them of any prop- 
erty. Inthe instance referred to, Beaufort, South 
Carolina, where the Government has seized lurge 
bodies of lands and sold them at nominal prices 
to negroes and speculators, no restriction I be- 
lieve has been imposed on the African, who buys 
the land ata merely nominal price. No, sir; that 
would never do. And yet this restriction is to be 
imposed on the most meritorious class of our fel- 
low-ciuzens. ‘The Government must withhold 
the title for five years for fear he might sell his 
land toaspeculator! Very careful of the soldier! 
If any discrimination is to be made, as in legis- 
lation discriminations are generally made, it ought 
to be made in favor of those who have served 
their country well, who have imperiled their lives, 
who have encountered great hardships and dan- 
gers, and shown by their conduct and acts the 
highest devotion to their country. 

1 have believed, sir, and I still believe, that 
these public lands should have been appropriated 
for one of two objects: either as a foundation for 
the national credit, and to be ultimately applied 
to the extinguishment of the public debt, or else 
they should have been applied exclusively or 
mainly to the remuneration of that class of men 
who have sacrificed and suffered so much for 
their country in its hour of peril. 

Mr. Speaker, the great body of the soldiers 
who enlisted during the first few months of the 
war relied upon receiving their land bounties. 
They knew that every soldierof the war of 1812 
had received this bounty, even though he might 
not have served for more than a period of fourteen 
days. They knew that every surviving soldier 
of the war of the Revolution had received this 
bounty, that every soldier of the Mexican war 
and of the Indian wars had received it; and in the 
western country might have been seen posted up 
invitations to men to join the Army under a prcm- 
ise of their getting the bounty of a quarter sec- 
uonofland. Inthisthey have been disappointed; 
bat | inaist on approaching as near to that policy 
as the public interests will permit. [tis thatidea 
which L have sought to embody in the proposi- 
tion which I have submitted: a service of three 
months and an honorable discharge to enutle the 
soldier to his quarter section of land, withoutany 
payment; and a service of two years and an hon- 
erable discharge to entitle him to the patent Yor 


| also by the House committee. 


his land after a residence of one instead of five 


years, as provided by the bi 

' As | know that this d Ly is, to some extent, in- 
led i ‘ deration of pri- 

\ biiSs, iit ( i Fr iil 18 UHeXCE plron- 
» EXcePpl so tar as it fails to provide properly 

for thaticiass ol men for whose benefit] have sub- 


mitted my amendment, | suppose the House will 
prefer to dispose of it without any general de- 
bate. My proposition is so manifestly right that 
1 trust my colleague will, in view of its justice, 
assent to it, and that it will be adopted, and that 
the House will pass the bill thus amended. 

Mr. JULIAN. Mr. Speaker, the measure be- 
fore the House was duly considered by the com- 
mittee of the Senate which framed the bill, and 


agreed to the bill just as it is, making no excep- 
tion or qualification as to soldiers except as pro- 
vided in the sections which I explained on last 
Friday. It will be recollected that we allow sol- 
diers to make the affidavits required by the home- 
stead law before the officer in command, if they 
are on duty, and that if they have taken the ini- 


Joth committees | 
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| them within five years. 
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, 
a certain remuneration without striking a: t] 
: . ae we l o> e 
tality of the bill. | hope that th 
without the amendment of the 


fentiemay i 
Indiana, and that the whole work of th, Ho 
and Senate committees thus far Will not ; 
stroyed. ; & S 


Mr. DRIGGS. With the gentleman’s perm: n 
sion, I will make asinglé remark. If the eons, ; 
man’s amendment prevails, certain provisions o¢ 
the bill will become nugatory, especially whore ;. 
is provided that for all personal effects the partion. 
entering the land should give security to pay oe 

If after a residence . 
one year the soldier is to get a title, how can t) at 
provision be carried out? sy \ 
Mr. HOLMAN. 1 will answer that. 
Mr. DRIGGS. I will make one further remark 


| The man who will not pay ten dollars for for. 


liatory steps required in the way of settlement and | 
cultivation, and are afterwards called into the ser- | 


vice, they shall not thereby lose their rights, but 
may save them in the manner pointed out in the 
bill as we report it. 

if we proceed to make further exceptions, if we 


provide that the soldier shall pay no money as | 
the condition of securing his ttle, and that one |} 


year’s occupancy shall be sufficient, it is a prece- 
dent for a further departure from the homestead 
policy and a long step toward its overthrow. 
‘That policy looks to the setilement and improve- 
ment of the land. 
deeming feature. 
practical defects in the homestead law of 1862, so 
that its benefits are fairly and equally opened to 
all; but the committee were unwilling, as I hope 


this House will be, to make any such radical de- || 
parture from the principles of that law as my col- | 


league proposes. If have, | trust, as sincere a re- 
gard for the soldier as any gentleman on this floor, 
noteven excepting my colleague, but | protest 
agcinst any measure which must necessarily lead 
to the mutilation if not the destruction of the 
homestead policy. 


I do not desire to consume the time of the House 


by further replying to the points brought forward || 


by my colleague,and whieh have been in the main 
totally foreign to the subject. He referred to the 
African question, which | have not mentioned in 
the discussion of this bill, and which has nothing 
to do with the vote we are about to take, 


ludeed, this is its grand and re- | 
‘The bill before us corrects the 


1 have | 


been known to talk on that subject when it was | 


in order, but 1 do net propose to enter upon it to- 
day with my colleague, who seems so much to 
relish it. 


Dismissing it, with the long and irrele- | 


+ 


acres of land will not occupy it. It is simply, 

pay for the expenses of survey, and I do no, wil 

think there isa soldier who would accept the priy;. as | 

lege and refuse to pay these expenses, ols “ 
Mr. HOLMAN. Lask the gentleman to yielg 

to me. . 

Mr. DRIGGS. I will, if the gentleman wil} pe. res 
new the demand for the previous question, win 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will. 
Mr. Speaker, it will be understood by any gep. q 

tleman who reads the bill caretully that the pro- 

viso does not conflict with any provision or affect 

its vitality. ‘The gentleman from California jg 

mistaken. My proviso will make the soldier 

entitled to the title of this land without the pay. 

ment of money, and the other class will hav 

pay ten dollars; and he will get his patent afier 

a residence of one year, while they wiil have w 

wait five years. It is only a discrimination in {- 

vor of infinitely the most meritorious class of per- 

sons. Il renew the demand for the previous ques- 

tion. wo 
The previous question was seconded, and th “we 


ue 


| main question ordered. 0 


Mr. STILES demanded the yeas and nays, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. i 
‘The question was taken; and it was decided in P 
the negative—yeas 54, nays 58; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, Ancona, Anders 


Augustus C. Baidwin, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, James 8, 

Brown, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Creswell, Dawsun, Deni ee 
son, Dumont, Lidridge, Hall, Harding, Harrington, ¢ 

M. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Long u 
Mallory, Marey, Middleton, Daniel Morris, Morrison, A 


Myers, Noble, Odell, John O'Neill, Orth, Pend 

ry, Pruyn, Radtord, Samuel J. Randall, James 8. i 

Ross, Smith, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stiles, Strous ‘ 

Stuart, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, Whaley, Whe 

Ycaman—i4. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ashley, Jolin | ' 

Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Boutwell, Brandegec, b 

all, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Daves G 

Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Donnelly, Driggs, 6 


| ley, Eliot, Fenton, Frank, Gooch, Highy, Hotetikiss, J 


vant diatribe to which he has treated us, and || 


hoping that the bill will pass just as it came to us 
from the Senate, | demand the previous quesuon, 


Mr. HIGBY. Lask the gentleman to withdraw | 


the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JULIAN. 1 yield to my colleague on the 
committee. 

Mr. HIGBY. Mr. Speaker, there is another 
good reason why the amendment of the gentleman 


from Indiana [Mr. Hoxman] on the other side of | 


the House should not be adopted. ‘This bill as 


it has been prepared and passed the Senate has | 


been under consideration by the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
by that Committee on Public Lands, containing a 
provision by way of fees to make up the want of 
salary on the part of certain officers, those officers 
of the United States whoare not supported by their 
present salaries even in connection with fees. Pro- 
vision has been made in the amendments to the 
homestead bill by which a certain increase of fees 
is made to those officers. The provision is not 
to raise their salaries, cut down some time pre- 
viously. There will not be an increased burden 
upon the Treasury. A requisition is made upon 
those who enter lands to pay certain increased 
fees. If this amendment prevails it will strike 
at the merits of the bill before the House, and al- 
most render it a nullity. 
have pay enough, according to the opinion of the 
rentieman on the other side of the House, who 
seems to be trying to be a more ardent friend of 


It has been oe ae unanimously | 


If the soldier does not | 


the soldier than*any one on this side, let him seek | 


some other remedy by which the soldier will have 


H. Hubbard, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. hk 

Loan, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McOiurg, Samuel | : 
Milier, Moorhead, Leonard Myers, Norton, Perham, ! as 
Price, Alexander If. Rice. John H. Rice, 
Shannon, Sinithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, ' 
son, Eliha B. Washburne, Wilder, Wilson, and Win “ 
dom—ss. a 


Schenck, Se t 


So the amendment was rejected. 
During the call of the roll, 


Sr 
Mr. McDOWELL stated that he was paired ve 
| off with Mr. Wasupurn, of Massachusetts. _ co 
Mr. L. MYERS stated that Mr. O’Nett, o! 
Pennsylvania, was paired off with Mr. STEzLE, th 
of New Jersey. 
The result was then announced as above re de 
| corded. ped S th 
The bill was then ordered to be read a tire 
time, and it was accordingly read the third tin mn 
Mr. JULIAN demanded the previous quest! 91 
upon the passage of the bill. th 
The previous question was seconded, and the ad 
main question ordered to be put; and under te b 
operation thereof the bill was passed. th 
Mr. JULIAN moved to reconsider the vote Y n 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to "ty ( 
the motion to reconsider on the table. te 
The latter motion was agreed fo. W 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE. ; 
al 
Fhe SPEAKER. The House yesterday & ti 
thorized the Speaker, when compelled to be > “ 
sent on Saturdays, to designate some ¢ ntleman : 
to act as Speaker pro tempore. As the Speare b 
will be absent to-morrow he designates the ce " 


tleman from Hlinois [Mr. Wasusunne} to ack © 
such to-morrow, E 
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4 4LS OF CONGRESS, ETC. 
SMITH. I etse to a question of privilege 
rs Pby » select committee to whom 
ithe resolution in re ference to Gales 
g » report | hack the resolution with a 
. s iation that it should pass. 
rie resolution was r ad, us follows: 
: the Clerk of the House be directed to ex 
ition of the louse of the 29th of May, 1862, 
, to supply the House Jibrary with a certain 


( rressional Annals 


rs for wwe 


and Debates 
volumes delivered prior to the 


, SO far as to 


resolution of the 9th of Jume, 1862, rescind 
“ on of May 29 aforesaid. 
ty SMITH. I desire sim; ply to say that from 


» evidence before the committee thi y were 
lly of the opinion that after the passage of 
jution of the 29th of May, 1862, Mr. 
proceeded to deliver to this House the 
f books contemplated by the resolution 
sed on that day; and in his conference 
Clerk, Mr. Etheridge, at that time he 


effort to secure from him an order for 

nd lis pay as contemplated under that 

eaiution. Etheridge stated to him that there 
4 » money belonging to the contingent fund 
Hlouse, or only a few dollars, and conse- 
ouentiy be was unable te pay the money. He 


»a statement to Mr. Seaton at that time 
would be an effort made in the House 
nsider that resolution; and the committe: 

ve that Whatever books Seaton delivered un- 
it resolution he delivered in good faith, be- 
rthat when the House made an appro} ri- 
herefor he would be paid for them. ‘Ther 

wW no circumstance connected with the whole 
» far as the committee could discover after 


xamination of several witnesses, to induce 
committee to believe otherwise hee that the 
\ transaction was fair and just. The books 


ving been del livered in good faith under the res- 
‘ , the committee are of opinion that it is 
ty of the House to see that that resolution 

lout. 

the previous question upon the passage 
( resolution. 

Mr. A Ww. _ ARK. I ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky to withdraw that call for a few 
minutes. I will renew the demand. 

.SMITH. I withdraw the call with that 


understanding. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK. Mr. Speaker, I will 
ly state what i know of the matter under 
( deration. Early in the extra session of Con- 
y in July, 1861, ame amen aaie ame to the _— it- 


r Committee, of which I had the honor of being 
<ing Congress to buy of se 
Gales & Seaton one hundred c opies of their **An- 
sof Congress and Register of Debates.’’ On 
y it w found that they would cost the 
re sum of $35,500, or $355 per set, embracing, 
as they did, Seventy-one volumes. ‘he proposi- 
tion was not fora moment entertained, because 
the situation of the finances of the country for- 
bade the ideaof so large an expenditure for books 
which were not needed. The proposition was 8 not 
renewed at that session; but at the first regu! 
session, commencing in December of the same 
year, It was again brought to the notice of th: 
committee bya resolution offered by some mem- 


- } 
: Cr, ASt 





3 . 


ber of the House and referred to them. It was 
the subject of discussion in the committee; and 


the session am: jority of the committee 
determined to report in favor of the purchase, and 
resolution passed the House by a small ma- 

| dissented from the re port of the com- 

iittee, and made a brief statement to the omc 
ving the number of the same works already in 
the bbraries of the House and Senate, and also 
or those stl in wrappers which had been bought 


1) 


the Capitol, which had never been opened. ‘The 


number at that time in the Elouse library was 
eighty-five perfect sets of the whole work and fif- 
teen Imperfect ones. kn the Senate library there 
» | think, thirty-five perfect sets and fifteen 

pe rfect ones. The number in wt ‘appers about 
forty, all porn ct. Thus the Government at that 
He Was th possession of at least one hundred 
nd SIXty i rfect copies of the work sought to he 
lt them by the resolution. ‘The same num- 
a we on hand, On the 9th day of June the 
on was rescinded by a vote of the House 

Y & Majority of some fifteen or eighteen. Those 


»y the Government and placed in.a store-room of 


THE CONGRES 


| endeavoring to lol 


gentlemen who are now urging the passage of a 
resoiution instrucung lie pi i Clerk 

Hous to recely and pay tor the Looks ¢ 

ta han } } ‘red to | Re 

Lo have n delivered to his p ie r, uke ) 
on the ground that they were a y delivered 
and duly received between t time of Lhe passage 


of the 
scind ie th at ore 


Now, Mr. Spe 


resolution orde ring them ane 


a r, I will state the facts of the 
case,and int this statement Lam fully cor rorated 
by the evidence of Mr. Ketheridge, the Clerk {1 


} ‘ 
LAist ( Ol 


vress, taken before the committee of In- 
vesugation, of which the honorable gentleman of 


Kentucky is chairman. Il 


suspect ho o1 Wi 
|} 


charge him with making statements against t 

publishers of 1 Intelligencer which facts will 
not warrant. Soon after the passage of the first 
resolution, ordering him to purchase the books, 
(the next day ] bel iieve 7 I went into his room 
and advised him not to give the order for thems 


once the 


,as | knew, orthought I knew, 
he House so well on this subject, that they would 
rescind the resolution when there wasa fullliouse. 
He at once replied that he had already b 
plied to by Messrs. Gales & Seaton 1 
for the books, but that he had declined giving it 
on the ground, first, that there w 
the ‘Treas 


tem per of 


en ap 
for an order 
as no money in 
ry to pay for them;and second, that he 
knew there was to be a contestover it, and he did 
not choose to take the responsibility of seltling it, 

he would do by giving an order. About a week 
ld me that Me s. Gales & 
mopot d to del liver the book , Dut 


| 
o receive them, giving to them 


after this time he t 
Seaton had att 
that he refused 


the same reasons for doing so thathe did when the 
order was asked for. The man who had them in 
charge asked permission to store them in one of 
the rooms oft ld be 


» Capitol, as there they wou 

SS expos d to fire than at the printing 
office. He (the Clerk) allows 
away 


d him to pack them 


In an unoccupied room, with the 


é T} ress un 


derstanding between them that he did not by thus 
rranting the privilege in any manner consent to 
acceptofthe books. Afte r depositing them in ¢] 

store-room the agent of Messrs. Gales & Seaton 
locked the door, and took the key away with him, 


and it 1s now in possession of the gentlemen own- 


ning the books. 

I know there is a high regard entertained by the 
gentlemen of this H a for the surviving mem- 
ber of this firm,aregard and esteem justly earned 
by a long life of use! and upt 


2 uln 


ight conduet, 


I this will, [ know, incline many to vote fora 
resolution appropriayng the money, as it is sup- 
posed, in his bel lf. But I would Say to such 
rentlemen that facts were dev lop d before an in- 
vestigating committee In the | st Congress onthis 
very question, showing that he will be a recip 
ient of but a small amount, if any, of th um 
should the resolution pass. Part Ss SWort before 


that committee that 
due them, 


a large proportion of it 
and it was on thi 


vy it 


wis 
they were 
through the House. That 
possession of a 
any 


no doubt, 


account 

1%) 
now in 
and if 


have 


evidence is 
this House, 
he will, 1 
cate it 
When all these facts are before the 
grontl men fee | dispose d to vote 


hear it 


communi- 


one desires to 
be vlad to 


House, if 


the House, and for which there is 
while there many honest upon 
the ‘lreasury which are suspended for the want 
of means to meet them, I shall be mistalcen1 
sense of just 
vious que SuOn. 
Mr. WILSON. Lask 
York to withdraw the 


Mr. A. W.¢ 


: t ol 
no just claim, 


} j 
are so demands 


I renew the demand tor the pre- 


the gentleman from New 
demand for a moment. 
SLARK. Lrenewed the call upon 
agreement with the ge«tleman from Kentucky. 
Mr. WILSON. Will the centleman from Ke: 
icky yield to me? 
Mr. SMITII. I eannot. 


Mr. WILSON. | 


ask, then, unanimous con- 


sentto make a few remarks. 
No ol j “ti WV smade, 


Mr. W ILSON ‘ t ok tha 

Mr. SMITH. Lunderstood the previous ques- 
tion was called by the gen in from New Yo rk. 

The SP E AKER. Thats o; but the gent 
man from lowa has una 
the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. I donot intend to oceupry time 
in submitting any remarks 


4] . 
MOOT. 


tlem: 


niunous consent to occupy 


upon this questi oO 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


member of 


an expenditure of 
$35,500 for what is not necessary for the use of 


Lidl 


a STILE I desire to! 
} m New York 
I 


Vir. W iLSON. 


shall be througle in a few 
more ; Ll wish that the evidence which was 
take nby the special committer ; ppointed by the 
Phirty-Seventh Coy gress to investigate this job 


hore the 


Llouse. 
rut tae pow rs of the 
paymentof money for this pur so OU 


of the contingent fund of the House; and | under- 


| 
had my doubts al 


direct Une 


stand that Comptroller Whittlesey, during his 
lifetime, passed upon that question—and | | 
lieve in relation to this very case—in which h 


stated he 
a re 


would not approve 
Llouse 


hase 


a claim based upon 
ing the payment 
of money to pure books, such as are now 
proposed, outof the contingent fund of the Hlouse 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. The grentt 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Sarria] has made a re 
port from a special committer L trust that le 
does not intend to ask the House to act upon that 


ocrle rel 2 
soluuion of the direct 


report before it is printed, together with the 

dence taken, so that we may see 

stands. | think that he on o| 
Mr. SMITEL. If gentlemen will take their seats 

l listen to me for a minute anda half, 

them that there is 

postponement. 


evi 
how this matter 
It to postpone if 

al l believe 


1 can show ity for 


ho pect 


MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
Liou e that the 
amendments disagreed to by the 
bill of the House (No. 299) to pro 

forenrrying the mails from the United States 
to foreign ports, and for other purposes, agreed to 


A me 


its Secret 


from 
ary, informed 
insisted on tts 
Llouse to the 


vide 


ssn 


senate 


the conterence asked by the House on the disa 
creeing votes of the two Houses, and had ap 


pointed Messrs. Co.tamer, Conness,and Buek- 
ALEW managers of the conference on the part of 
the Senate. 
ANNALS OF 

The SPEAK En. 
York [Mr. A. W. ¢ 
uestion,. 

Mr. WINDOM. 

< fin yduen 
pose ¢ nm ity iu 

Phi 
Is Wi 
man 


CONGRESS——AGAIN. 


The gentleman from New 
‘LARK | demanded the previous 


He yi lds to me for the pur- 
some ott t vic ne ask: d for 
SPEAKER. ‘Then the previous question 
T he Chair understood the gentle 
aan Kentu ky [Mr. reas to demand th 
previous que hae lees Jo the 
from New York [Mr . WwW. 
promise to renew lt. T eC hair 
the gentleman from New Yo 


previous q stion to allow the 
Minnesota {Mr 


t 


1 
draw \. 


renth 
mah 


yn his 
! 
‘ 


/LARK ] 
now understan« 


k to withdraw the 
man from 


renth 


. Wixpoy] to speak, 





SMI cH 1 withdrew the previous qui 
tl ind yielded to the gentleman from New York 
vith the request and with the understanding of 
an agreement on his part that he would renew th: 
call when he got through. 


Mr. WINDOM. 

The SPEAKER. 
rresent. 

Mr. WINDOM. 
which I 
House 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ken 
tucky yielded the floor to the gentleman from New 
York with the understanding that he would renew 


I believe I have the floor. 


The Chair thinks not at 


I have some evidence here 


i 
think would be very interesting 


Lr to the 


the call for the previous question, then the gentle 
man from New York has control of the previous 
question, and can withdraw it. It is a questior 


tween him and the gentleman from IK 
whether he carries out the agreement 
them. He now withdraws the previous question 

Mr. WINDOM. Lunderstand, then, that ther 
is some disagreement, and that l am not entitled 
to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes th 
centleman from Minnesota, th 
having been withdrawn. 


Mr. SMITH. When I yielded the floor to th 


ntucky 


betweer 


ic pre Vious qi BLO 


gentleman [ did it with the distinct understandi 
that he would call the previous question, thereby 
giving me, as I presumed, a right to control 


matter as chairman of the committee. I under- 
stand that he has now transferréd the floor to an 
other gentleman; and I shall know hereafts 


this kind. 


r how 


to act niatters of 
Mr. Wi NDOM. I willyield to the gentleman 
from Kentucky when I have made my rem irks. 


SMITEL. Understand me that Ido not 
» prevent a full and free discussion of this 
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question, lam willing to have all the facts brought 
out Jam willing that every member upon this 
floor shalf discuss it, and that all the testimony in 
the case shall be heard: and I believe that Mr. 
Seaton 1s willing that everything shall be known 
and understood, so that his claim shall be fully 
and fairly vindicated. ’ 

Mr. WINDOM. I desire to occupy the floor 
for a ve ry few moments in response to the ques- 
tion asked by the gentleman from New York with 
reference to this evidence. 

I do not propose to discuss the history of this 
book job,as it was styled at the time, for that has 
been detailed by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. A. W. Crank] from its origin in the Com- 
mittee on Printing down to the time when it was 
finally rescinded. 

] believe this claim is now based on what is said 
‘to have been a contract with this House by rea- 


son of the delivery of these books by Gales & | 


Seaton after the first resolution was passed. 

Mr. A.W.CLARK. Iask the gentleman from 
Minnesota to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. WINDOM. I will for one moment. 

Mr. A. W.CLARK. I understand that I have 
transgressed one of the parliamentary usages of 
the House in yielding to the rentleman from Min- 
nesota, and, if that is so, | should be glad if he 
would yield the floor to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. WINDOM. Certainly, I will yield the 
floor if it has been improperly accorded to me. 

Mr. SMITH. Oh no; I do not ask that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wouldstate that 


the understanding that he shali move the previous 
question, the gentleman to whom the floor is 
yielded has control of the previous question; and 
the gentleman from New York having demanded 
the previous question,he had arightto withdraw it. 

Mr. WINDOM. I said that this claim of Gales 
& Seaton is based upon an alleged delivery of 
these books to the House after the passage of the 
first resolution. The remarks that | desire to 
make shall be addressed to that point, and to some 
of the circumstances bearing upon the good faith 
of that delivery. 


I happened to be somewhat conversant with | 


that transaction at the time, and afterwards to be 
a member of an investigating committee raised 
for the purpose of examining as to the good faith 
of that transaction. Immediately after the pas- 
sage of the first resolution authorizing the late 


Clerk to purchase one hundred sets of this book, | 


as is shown by the testimony taken yesterday be- 
fore the select committee, these parties made ap- 
lication to the Clerk of the House to accept said 
ooks. They were in hot haste to get an accept- 
ance from him which would bind the House. 
They knew, as I believe the circumstances show, 
that an effort would be made to rescind the reso- 
lution, and hence they thought if they could se- 
cure an acceptance of the books by the Clerk of 
the House they would havea sort of impli d con- 
tract upon which they could come in afterwards 
with a resolution of this kind and secure pay for 
them. ‘The Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives told them, as he says, that there was no 
money to pay for those books. He says he had 
two reasons for not accepting them. One was 


that the contingent fund was exhausted; and the | 


other was that he believed, from the character of 
the opposition to the original resolution, that it 
would be rescinded, or an effort made to do so, 
and he did not want to settle that question. 

it was known, | believe, all through the House, 
it was known by all the lobbyists who thronged 
the passages about this Hall, thatan effort would be 
made to rescind the resolution. Hence their haste 
to secure from the late Clerk an acceptance of 
these books. The Clerk never officially accepted 
or received them. He told the parties he would 
not thus accept them; and he referred them to Mr. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


have had entire control of the room. And now, 
sir, because they have been thus furnished, with- 
out charge, witha safe and convenient store-room 
for their books they come in here and claim that 
we are in honor bound to pay for them. There 


is, in my opinion, nocontract express or implied, | 


and no obligation of law or conscience on which 
such a claim can be based. 
too often made, to play asharp game on the House, 

(and then get paid for it. 
It seems to me that there was an undue desire 


manifested by some party—I will not say by | 


Messrs. Gales & Seaton, for | charge nothing upon 
them, but by their friends and creditors—to force 
this claim through the House. 
taken before the investigating committee to which 


It is simply an effort, | 


The testimony | 


I have referred may throw some light on this | 


point. Immediately after the passage of the re- 


scinding resolution the correspondent of the New | 


York Tribune made a charge, in the following 
words: 


** No member of the House had the hardihood to move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the resolution was re- 
jected. We have reason to believe, however, that a care- 
tul search for a pliable man was instituted, and that some 
persons were approached ostensibly on behalf of the friends 

f the resolution with offers of a pecuniary nature. It is 
too late now to enter a motion for reconsideration.”’ 


Thereupon a member from Vermont (Mr. || 
| 


| Walton) moved a committee of investigation to | 
inquire into the facts, and to ascertain whether 


any efforts of a es nature were made to 
secure a recensideration of the vote. The com- 
mittee was appointed, and I read their unanimous 


|| report: 
whenagentlieman yields the floor to another with | 


** The select committee, to whom the resolution of the 
House, offered by Hon. E. P. Walton, was referred, di- 
recting an investigation of the charge made by the corre- 
spondent of the New York Tribune, ‘ that he had reason 
to believe that a pliable man had been searched for to move 


a reconsideration of a resolution,’ and * that some persons | 


were approached, ostensibly on behalf of the friends of the 
resolution, with offers of a pecuniary nature,’ beg leave 
| unanimously to submit the evidence in the case, with the 
following resolution, and ask to be discharged from a fur- 
ther consideration of the subject: 

* Resolved, That, aftera full investigation of the case, we 
are unable to discover that any approaches of a pecuniary 


by those interested in the proposed measure or others ; but 
they do find evidence that indirect but unsuccessful efforts 


made by the Tribune correspondent, and therefore cannot 


awarded to him as a reporter in the House.” 


I will also read a few extracts from the evidence 
taken before that committee: 


Testimony of Mr. Closse. 


to get some one to meve a reconsideration? 


spoke to me first. 
ing made to get a reconsideration of the vote. This was 
on the nextday after the resolution was defeated, and when 
the House was in session. I don’t remember all that was 
said. [think | did not offer him any consideration direct- 
ly. I merely spoke of what I understood the rumor to be, 


the vote. 
authorized to offer any. I was not interested in it. [ 
heard it said by several that the parties would probably 
| pay money to get a reconsideration of the vote. 
| ‘Question. Can you tell me the name of any One person 
| who said they would pay money for such purpose? 
‘Answer. I think I heard a Mr. Cowan, of Georgetown, 
mention it, and a Mr. Gibbs. Hearing these parties wanted 
to get a reconsideration, | went for the purpose of ascer- 
| taining how the thing stood. I went to see two members 
| of the House and asked them to move a reconsideration, 
| and they both refused. 


|| ** Question, (by Mr. Rice.) Had any person asked you 


Lanman, librarian of the House, who, he said, | 


could probably find a room in the Capitol where 


the books could be stored for safe-keeping, Messrs. 


Gales & Seaton claiming that the books were then 
in an old.wooden building where they were lia- 
ble to destruction by fire. The librarian of the 
House of Representatives gave them a room in 
this building for their own benefit and security, 
and delivered to them the key. The testimony 
before the select committee yesterday shows that 


Gales & Seaton have kept the key ever since, and | 


| to make an effort to procure a reconsideratiun; and if so, 
who? 

‘Answer. I think Mr. John Coyle asked me if I could get 
anybody to move a reconsideration. ‘There were others 
spoke to me about it, but I did not pay any attention to it, 
for | supposed Mr. Coyle represented the interest of Gales 

| & Seaton, whatever they had. 
as book-Keeper, or in some other capacity, for several years. 
That is my understanding of his relation to the office. 

** Question, (by Mr. Rice.) Was anything said to Mr. 
Coyle in relation to compensation to yourself or any one 
else for procuring said reconsideration? 

‘Answer. Mr. Coyle gave me to understand that the par- 
ties could afford to pay something rather than lose the res- 
olution; I did not care to make any terms with the parties 
until [ could ascertain what could be done; [ soon ascer- 
tained thatin my judgmentit was past resurrection; Lasked 
him how much funds they had on hand that they could af- 
ford to pay to get the resolution through; I think he said 
they could better pay ten or fifteen hundred dollars rather 
than Jose the resolution; | understood that he intended it 
for anybody who could get the resolution reconsidered ; I 
saw him (Coyle) two or three times during that day about 
the passages in the Capitol, and L reported to him that I could 

) do nothing. 
‘Question. What is your business? 


“Answer. | am a lawyer; this is not my residence, 


** Question. Did you ever offer Captain Darling anything | 


“Answer. I had a talk with Captain Darling; I think he | 
Something was said about an effort be- 


that they were offering money to get a reconsideration of 
I had no money to offer myself, and was not | 


nature were made to any members of this House, either | 


were made, through third parties, to obtain the influence | 
of officers of the House, suflicient to found the charge | 


discover that he has been guilty of any breach of privilege | 





He has been in that office | 


| 


K. ; March 18 








| now as well as at any 








though I have been here several years prosecuting 


before the Departments. “ling 
** Question. Are you one of the friends of the Intet; 
cer? euigen 


“Answer. I am. 

** Question, (by Mr. GripeR.) Did you wish to he 
stood as saying that Mr. Coyle offered you a bribe 
cure a reconsideration of the vote alluded to in 
of Representatives, and if he did, by w 
the offer made? 

Answer. I did not understand he offered me any pp» 
atall; Ido uot think Mr. Coyle is capable of offerine » 
bribe to any one whois not the subject ofa bribe.» — 

Mr. SMITH. May I request the gentlems 
from Minnesota to read the testimony of Me 
Coyle on that same subject? “- 

Mr. WINDOM. I will have it read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the Pep. 
tleman from Minnesota will give way for a tno. 
ment, I will suggest that all of this testimony as 
well as the testimony taken before the recent com. 
mittee, shall be printed, and the whole subject re. 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, where it can be fully discusseq. 

Mr. WINDOM. I do not yield for the pyy. 
pose of the motion. . 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. | hope the 
gentleman will yield for that motion before he 
concludes. 4 

Mr. WINDOM. I will, unless the gentlemay 
from Kentucky (Mr. Sours] shall insist op the 
agreement with him. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to say that the commi. 
tee had this testimony before them, and that they 
concluded it had nothing to do with the resoly. 
tions of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the gen. 
tleman will permit me, I will remark that it seems 
that the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr, Wy. 


Under 
te pr 

the Hi Uke 
hose authority Way 


|| pom] thinks it has a great deal to do with this 


question. Let the whole of the testimony be 
printed, so that every member may see it. The 
gentleman from Kentucky ought to have the tes. 
timony taken before his own committee printed 
and laid upon our tables before he asks us to vote 
for this resolution which he has brought in, 

Mr. SMITH. The testimony has been read, 
and the gentleman is lawyer enough to decide 
other time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There has 
been such confusion in the House that | could 
not hear all of the testimony that has been read 

Mr. DAWES. Has the committee had before 
them a letter which was written by the Clerk of 
the last House touching this matter? 

Mr. SMITH. We had no letter from the 
Clerk; but we had a letter from: Gales & Seaton 
containing substantially the facts given by the 
Clerk. 

Mr. DAWES. I read aletter of the last Clerk, 
of which I have some recollection, and I should 
like to have it before the House, 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Etheridge was before the 
committee and gave a full statement of all of the 
facts. 

Mr. DAWES. There was an interesting let 
ter from the last Clerk, and I would ask the gen- 
tleman if he knows what has become of it. 

Mr. SMITH. I have not seen the letter. 

Mr. WINDOM. I know that this testimony 
was presented to the select committee, and | have 
been astonished it made no more impression upon 
them. I desire it to be submitted to the House, 
that we may see if it will not make a better im 
pression here. 

Mr. SPALDING. That testimony was pre 
sented to the select committee, and such portions 
as were pertinent were considered by them. Whet 
the gentleman gets through, | will in five minutes 
state the case as itappeared by the testimony be 
fore the committee. I will do it in as few words 
as possible. Se 

Mr. WINDOM. I will read further from this 
evidence. Here is an extract from the testimony 
of William S. King, Postmaster of the House 0 
Representatives: 


The morning after the vote was taken on the propos 
tion of the Intelligencer job, and lost, as I stepp' d into - 
House | was asked by a gentleman if I wanted to ma 
some money. I told him I always wanted to do 50 per 
f could honestly and decently. Heasked me il Icould 
a friend among the members of the House who would -” 
a reconsideretion of a certain vore. [ told hjm it wee 
pend upon the character of the vote, and asked lim ” to 
it was. He said it was the vote which I have — 506 
that the parties desired the reeonsideration, and that Fi» 


| could be had if I would find a man that would move it.” 


| 


In addition to that, there is testimony !" these 
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“af 
1864. 
sners that Captain Darling, chief of Capitol po- 
Pe was also approached by these gentlemen in 


bios around this Hall. He was informed 

ie might have $1,500 if he could procure a 
eideration of the vote. I do not say that 

- ing & Seaton or anybody else directly offered 
oe 61,500 for a reconsideration; but we know 
aon tan claim agents about the lobbies are not 
ij but astute men,and the impression was gen- 
a among them that ten or fifteen hundred dollars 
would be paid to any one who could get a recon- 
giderauon moved. Mr. Coyle swears, ‘*lamaware 
shat be did not offer thatamount of money, or any 
“hor amount, but that he did say or might have 
«aid, that he would rather lose ten or fifteen hun- 
dre dd lars out of his own pocket than that this 
a te should not be reconsidered.’’ At all events, 
these simple-minded lobby men received the im- 
pression that they were 
dred dollars, and at once went to work to procure 
areconsideration. [submit to the House whether 
there was not some good reason for their belief. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Read the testimony of 
Mr. Coyle. 

Mr. WINDOM. The gentleman from Maine 
‘Mr. Rice] will do that in a moment. 
’ Mr. MALLORY. If the gentleman from Min- 
yesota believes that the testimony about money 


recol side i 


having been offered is all false, not a particle of | 


round for it, and that Mr. Coyle told the truth 
when he stated that no money had been offered 
for such a purpose, why does he read these facts ? 

Mr. WINDOM. Did I state that | disbelieved 
that testimony ? 

Mr. MALLORY. I think you did. 

Mr. WINDOM. I do not think so; but if I 
did [did not mean to, for I do not believe that 
that testimony is false. 
tleman from Maine. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. I will read the testimony 
of Mr. Coyle. 

“John F. Coyle sworn. 


* Question, (by the chairman.) What is your business? 


“ dnswer. Lam employed as book-keeper in the office of 
Have been em- | 


the National Intelligencer in this city. 
ployed in that othice about twenty-one years. 

* Question. Will you please state what you know in re- 
ution tothe matter of investigation contained in the papers 


I yield now to the gen- || 


to get ten or fifteen hun- || 


| signed for creditors of the concern. 


| consideration. 


** Answer. I never read what Closse stated, nor dol know 


what Closse stated. 
committee, 

* Question. State whether or not your agency was or not 
superinduced from the fact that you had advanced for the 
Intelligencer. : 

** Answer. That was one inducement, and my regard for 
the office was another. 

* Question. State whether you did anything more than to 


make a fair effort Uirough your friends to have the resolu- 
tion reconsidered. 


** Auswer. Positively, no. 


1 never conversed with any of the 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


* Question. State, when you said in the presence of Mr. | 


Closse and others that you rather than ten or fifteen hundred 
dollars the resolution was reconsidered, whether you un- 
derstood it as a bid, or whether any one else could right 
fully understand you as offering anything to procure arecon- 
sideration. 

** Answer. I can’t answer for other people. I certainly 
did not so consider it, and the brief period from the time I 
met Mr. Closse until the adjournment would forbid any 
such supposition or inference, as at that time | considered 
all hope of reconsideration over. 

** Question, (by the chairman.) I think you have stated 
in your examination that the whole amount granted by the 
resolution was appropriated or designed for other persons. 
To what persons did you refer? 

** Inswer. I meant to be understood that it was all de 
I decline to give the 
names of these creditors, as I do not think the committee 
have the right to ask it, but will do so if the committee de 
cide otherwise. 


Congress. I mean to say that it was all designed for cred 


| itors except sufficient to carry on the business of the office. 


“JOHN F. COYLE.” 

Mr. WINDOM. I will not weary the House 
with any further testimony. We have brought 
out the Important points in regard to a pecuniary 
Members have heard the state- 
ments for and against it. 

I do not charge that Gales & Seaton had any- 
thing to do with this. I do not believe they had. 


|| They are honorable men, and I will tell the gen- 


here shown to you touching the charge in the New York | 


Iribune against members of Congress or others concerning 
Intelligencer book job? 

“ dnswer. In consequence of the pecuniary embarrass- 

ments of the Intelligencer office, [ had made advances 


' 


ing rescinded, about three hundred dollars had been ex 
pended Lo prepare the books for delivery, and tiatsum and 
other advances had been made by me or procured upon my 
ercdit for the use of the office, upon the faith of the resolu- 

[used every legitimate effortin my power to procure 
the passage of the resolution, and also effect the reconsid- 
‘ration of the vote whereby the last resolution was defeated. 


All | did to effeet said reconsideration was this: I had un- | 


lerstood from Mr. Rollins, of Missouri, that Mr. Hanchett, 
# Wisconsin, had expressed his willingness to vote for the 
resolution if his vote should be necessary to secure its pas- 
sage. [then asked my friend, Mr. Porter, of Missouri, a 
constituent of Mr. Rollins, to see him and ask him to get 
Mr. Hanchett to move the reconsideration; this was all 

rihe defeat of the second resolution. I understood that 
Mr. Hanchett declined to submit the motion, and thereupon 
| went to Mr. Matory, of Kentucky, Mr. Phelps, of Mis- 
Sour, and Mr. Segar, of Virginia, and perhaps others, and 
asked them to make an effort to get some one to move the 
reconsideration, 
olher person to use such influence and efforts other than as 
atriendly act. { never offered, or intimated to any person 
‘at money could be had or would be paid to effect such 


\. 


sont 


*n Uiat the parties or myself could afford to pay money 
Mather than have the resolution fail. might in my disap- 
puutment at its defeat have made the usual observation 
at Would rather have lost money or something of that 
7 : rather than have it fail. All my efforts were directed 
vard Mr. Hanchett, as before stated, until [heard he de- 


x 


[have no recollection of having said to any per- | 


I did not request these gentlemen or any || 


tleman from Kentucky that I do not believe they 
would have had much to do with the money to 
be received for these books. 


1193 


Congress that we had on hand some eighty-five 
sets before these were taken. : ; 

* Mr.FARNSWORTH. The other question is, 
does the Government ré quire these books? 

Mr. WINDOM. Thatis for the House to de- 
termine. My own opinion is that the Govern- 
ment has not the slightest need of them. 

Mr.J.C.ALLEN. I suggest to my colleague 
{Mr. Farnsworru] that all fairness to Gales & 
Seaton would require that he should address his 
inquiries to the committee which has had this 
matter under examination, if he desires informa- 
tion upon the subject. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understood the com- 
mittee had already reported these facts, but | did 
not hear what the report was. 

Mr. J.C.ALLEN. The committee have made 
no report whatever except a verbal one. 

Mr. SMITH resumed the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the 
gentleman yield and allow me to move to refer this 
matter to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


| of the Union? 


It was to be paid | 


to a number of outsiders—these persons around | 


the lobby who tried to force it through—and it 
was from those persons that this expectation of 
pecuniary consideration arose. 


Mr. MALLORY. Lunderstood the gentleman 


| to say that all the testimony went to show that 


these outsiders said that Coyle was the man who 
had this ten or fifteen hundred dollars to use to 
induce some person to get a reconsideration, and 


{ understood the gentleman to speak in high terms | 


| of Coyle, and that he believed his testimony, in 


| mac | which he stated that there was not a word of 
to keep the paper in operation, and was incidentally in- |} 
icrested to have the resolution pass; and between the | 


ime of the passage of the resolution and the time of its be- | 


truth in that charge. 

Mr. WINDOM. The gentleman misunder- 
stood me; thatisall. I said I believed the testi- 
mony of the other witnesses. Now, a word in 
reference to who gets this money. What does 


Coyle say upon a question by the chairman? | 


Here is the question and answer: 


“ Question. I think you have stated in your examination 
that the whole amount granted by the resolution was ap 
propriated or designed for other persons. ‘To what persons 
did you refer? 


None of such creditors are members of || 


Mr. SMITH. I cannot yield for that purpose. 
I yield to my colleague on the committee, [Mr. 
SPALDING. | 

Mr. SPALDING. I was a member of this 
select committee, and I entered into the investi- 
gation I think impartially. Sure I am no part 
of this $1,500 was offered me; if it was I have not 


| received it, 


I desire only to do justice between the claimant 
upon the one side and the country on the other. 
This question involves the purchase of a very 
valuable book—nothing less than the history of 
congressional legislation from the first day of the 
First Congress, in 1789, until the year 1845. The 
first part of it is called Congressional Annals and 
the latter part Congressional Debates, and there 
are seventy-one volumes in all. The price for a 
single set is $355. It appears to the select com- 
mittee that the House of Representatives last Con- 
gress, by resolution, ordered the purchase of one 
hundred sets of this valuable work, amounting 


| to something over thirty-five thousand dollars. 


a the day before. 


The resolution was adopted by a vote of 66 to 
58. The day after the passage of the resolution 
Gales & Seaton, or rather Seaton, who is the 
survivor of Gales & Seaton, applied to the Clerk 
of the House for a copy of that resolution as it 
j Hle received it at the 
vands of the Clerk. Now, it should be known to 
the House, because it appeared in evidence before 
the select committee, that at this time this firm 
was very much embarrassed for want of money. 


| They hadeffected temporary loans from one or two 


‘6 Answer. [ meant to be understood that it was all de- || 


signed for creditors of the concern. 


I decline to give the 
names of these creditors, 


as I do not think the committee 


| have the right to ask it, but will do soif the commitiee de- 


cide otherwise. 
Congress. 


None of such creditors are members of 
L mean to say that it was all designed for cred- 
itors except sufficient to carry on the business of the office.” 

It was from this source this influence came— 
from these outsiders, those persons who at the 
last Congress were seeking to force this resolu- 
tion through in hot haste in order to fix this con- 
tract upon the House; persons who, | believe, 
are still around these Halls. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire toask the gen- 


tleman whether the evidence in this case shows 


that any printing was done or any additional la- 


ined to make the motion toreconsider, which was within | 


‘ie failure of the resolution. 


ana tiem (by the chairman.) Do you knowaMr. Closse, 


‘iso, did you ask him to use his efforts to effect the re- | 


Consideration of sa 


; id vote, and did you offer or suggest to 


Mu (hat money could be had or would be paid to effect it? 
“ er Ido know Mr. Closse. 
tack Gin an, if Mr. Closse has stated that [ made any 
any unenes le Suggested to him the payment of money in 
with any _ it was in the manner as before stated, and not 
efforts an apne to make him any offer for services or 
asked his LC car Or improper character. I might have 
ner, fT ane did others, but only in a friendly man- 
was immedi ay such conversation with Mr. Closse it 
after I had mae y before the adjournment aforesaid, and 


ater ard that Mr. Hanchett had declined tu make 
© Cesired motion. 


* Question, (by M 
heen told what Mr ae 
his examination ? 


Have you or not read or 
- Closse stated before the committce upon 


» le hour of the adjournment of the House on the day after || 


I did not seek his aid | 


1 
ii 


bor peformed by Gales & Seaton in the purchase 
of materials, in consequence of the passage of 
this resolution. Also, whether the Government 
requires these books. Also, how much mdney 
the passage of this resolution will take out of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. WINDOM. 
know that there is anything in the testimony 
showing that any money was paid out for printing 
after the passage ofthe resolution. I believe there 
is a statement of Coyle, or some one else, that 
$300 was expended in moving those books. 

The other question of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois is what will be the expense of carrying out 
this resolution. 1 believe it was estimated at 
$35,000. I.think the records of the Congressional 
Globe will show that it was stated wi debate last 


In the first place, I do not |! 


of the banking houses of this city, and they de- 
sired to realize from these books thus supposed to 
have been sold to Congress enough money to re- 
lieve them from that temporary pressure. Hence 
Mr. Seaton obtained a copy of the order from the 
Clerk, and he then epbliciine the Clerk to accept 
an order upon him for the amount of the purchase- 
money which would be due to him whenever he 
had delivered the one hundred sets. 

Jefore this application was made, however, the 
Clerk, Mr. Etheridge—and I must do him the 
justice to say that he testified before the commit- 
tee with the utmost appearance of fairness and 
candor—when this application was made to him 
by Mr. Seaton to accept an order for the books, 
so that he (Mr. Seaton) might obtain money from 
some one of the bankers of the city to relieve 
him from the tremendous pressure then upon him, 
said he could not do it, because there was no 
money in the Treasury belonging to the House 
contingent fund, and he must wait unul an ap- 
propriation bill was passed putting this money 
under his control. He says he did not tell Mr. 
Seaton, what he then knew to be the fact, that 
some individual members of the House had it in 
mind to get a resolution of rescission passed; but 
that he had been made aware of that fact perhaps 
by the member who first addressed the House to- 
day, (Mr. A. W. Crark,} and one or two others, 
who told him that they were opposed to the res- 
olution, and would, at some future season, ask 
that it be rescinded. This, however, was not im- 
parted by the Clerk to Mr. Seaton, nor to Mr. 
Seaton’s agent. 

When Mr. Seaton could not obtain an accept 
| ance of an order for the money, he applied to the 

Clerk to give him an order for the books so that 
| he could negotiate a sale of that order, or pledge 
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itand receive money upon it from some person 


y t } he Clerk would not 
( , . l nW { , 
iof the H who were opposed to 
i I i fault wv ith him if he in any 
way comm tiie Lie I upon the subject until 
y was in his hands to pay the amount 
to be paid for the one hundred sets. At the sai 
time he said thatif the contingent fund had then 
beenin such astate asthat! is order upon it wot id 
have bee ee yuld, v it the least hesi- 
tation, have 1 Mr. Seaton the full amount for 
tl | 


tir r t he Clerk, Mr. Etheridge, 
whether, if he had had t money and had paid 
it, it iid have been any setdement of the ques- 
t W iys he was not willing to setth 
Mr.SPALDING. Yes; and he said that he did 
not care about answering, because he was not 


called upon to answer that, as it raised a law ques- 


tion which he was not bound to settle. I think 
that was about the answer he made I wish to 
give the whole of the testimony as it appear d be- 
tor st e . ' ‘ 

Now, before the resolution of rescission was 
offered e Llouse, which I wish the House now 
to d 1 was not offered until the 9th day of 
June, there wh period of ten days which inter- 
\ 1 f e adoption of the r solution for the 
purchase of these books until the introduction of 
thes ution for rescission, and there is nota par- 


ticle of evidence that Mr. Seaton or any agent in 
his employ knew, during those eleven days , that 
there would be any motion made in this House 
{that resolution. I grantyou 
that gentlemen have their suspicions, but 1 say to 
you that no evidence of that fact of any sort has 
rought to the knowledge of this select com- 
on which they could act. 
Mr. UPSON. If the gentdeman has the ori- 


ginal resolution, will he have it read? 
Mr. SPALDING. Ihave it not. I suppose 
the chairman of the select committee has it. 


Mr. UPSON I would like to have it read. 
Mr. SPALDING I am giving a history of 


his transact) . Onthe 9th day of Junea reso- 


lta wa fered to rescind the resolution of the 
29th y of May nd that resolution, | wish the 
lio to mark, w adopted by a vote of yeas 
66 to 1S, Vi t ut nee from the 
Liouse of a great many of the members who had 
taken partin the pre vi ru yote, The first v Le, 


mn the 29th of May, was yeas 66, nays 58. And 
then on the 19th day of June, ten days after the 
vote of rescission, a resolution was offered in the 
House, similar to the one 


wel ‘ 
prov ding fot 


now before the House, 
payment to Gales & Seaton for the 


num! f volumes already deposited in the Cap- 
itol before the resolution of rescission was adopted 
by the Llouwse On that day a vote was taken, 
and it stood, yeas 70, nays 70, and it was only 
defeated by the casting vote of the Speaker. This 
hows the feeling of the House atthattime. This 


iows what would have bee oe condition of the 
vot U t had been taken on the 9th of June with 
use, instead of being taken when it was. 
'k ARNSWORTH. 1 ask the gentleman 
oe n : Ohio whether the record does not show that 
ted to rescind the resolutien 
as originally voted forthe resolution ? 
Mr. SPALDING. Yes; as many members 


voted to re 


Ss many members v 


scind the resolution, precisely, as voted 
in the first instance to adopt it—sixty-six in each 
ase; whereas it was su sequently shown that 
these parties had sey nty friends in this House, 


all of whom were not present on the occasion of 


that decision. 

Mr. DEMING. I would like my friend from 
Ohio to yreld to me a moment. 

Mr. SPALDING. I do not like to have so 
many interruptions. lL only allude to these votes 
for the purpose of showing the sense of the House 
at that ume on this very subject. 

Now, wlien we come to that part of the case 
which is made up of a contract on the part of the 
House and Mr. Seaton—the deposit of the books 
in the Capitol—the téstimony does not show that 


‘ . . er | 
Congress was comm dl 


y reason of that de- 
pesit. I have said already that Mr. Echeridee, 
the iate Clerk, testified throughout with the ut- 
most appearance of candor and fairness. 
now to the librarian, whose 


leome 
character has been 


THE 


CONGRE} 


questioned hevetofore in this House by some mem- 
The t v called asa witness. He 

_ rand f ess 

II tid that, under the instructions of the Clerk, 
| V fro Nir. Seaton the number of copies 
of this work which were deposited in the’Capitol, 


of his library rooms, but a short time, one, 

two, or three days before the rescinding resoluuon 
was offered. ‘The librarian testified that when 
cs were Offered to him he applied to the 
Clerk, and the Clerk refused him permission to 
receive those books in any official character, but 
told him that if he had a room to spare he might 
place them in it as a safe dey sitory for them. 
After they were thus placed in a room in the 
Capitol, the key of the room was intrusted to the 
agent of Mr. Seaton, who locked the room, took 
he k#y away with him, and has had possession 
fit from that day to this. So that, really, the 
books have been in the Capitol, as the property 
f Mr. Seaton, for safe-keeping, subject to any 
disposition which Congress might make of them. 
Now, although | was doubtful in my own mind 
in regard to the propriety of the adoption of this 
resolution for the payment of this sum of money 
—$30,000 odd—still, 
of rreat value to the countr 


y, and supposing that 
even if C 


need it for its ow n use, 

e distributed among the States, 
where they would be valuable in p ublic librarie S, 
1 did unite in the recommendation that the House 
adopt a resolution to pay for these books. I be- 


lieve, and still believe, that however much the 


yneress did 


' ' 
the books might 


Clerk may have known that the resolution of re- 
‘ission would be afterwards agitated, Mr. Seaton 
le posit d the books here in the utmost good faith, 
primarily, to be sure, as a safe di pository for the 
property, but believing that whenever the appro- 
priation “et would be passed, the property inthe 
s from him to C yngress, and there 

be an en Me of the whole matter. I learn, however, 
that eitherthe last Congress or the Congress before 
lastmadea disposition of this very work among the 
congressional districts of the United States. [have 
this information from my friend from Massacliu- 
setts, [Mr. Dawes,] who says he had two sets 
p sional district, and that 


books 


apportione d to his « yneres 





a similar apport ument wa made among the 
other congressional districts of the United States. 
In view of this distribution among the States, I 
was about to say that I shall feel inclined to vote 
rainst the adoption of the resolutic ns although 


I think that will fall with some considerable se- 
verity upon Mr. Seaton. I have now given to 
Uh » House all the information I have on this sub- 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. How much money 
has the Goverument paid Gales & Seaton for 
these A already? 

Mr. SP AL DING. The gentleman must ask 
some other member than myself, as 1 have no 
knowledge on the subject. 

Mr. BE AMAN. l ask the 
original resoluti 

Mr. SMITH. | have the floor, and yield to 

my colleague on the committee, the gentleman 
from I}linois, [Mr. J. C. ALLEeN.] 

i my C.ALLEN. Mr.Speaker,an interrog- 
atory was propounded | y one of my colleagues 
to the gentleman from Mian esotato which I wish 
to respond. His question was, did the firm of 
Gales & Seaton incur any expense in the de- 
livery of the books that were p laced in the House 
library after the yassage of the original resolu- 
tion and ue fore it wasrescinded? The committee 
to which this subject was referred did inquire into 
that fact t, and the testimony showed that an ex- 
pense of $300 had been incurred by the firm of 


Clerk to read the 








SSIONAL GLOBE. 


, know ing We work to be one |} 


Gales & Seaton in placing those books in the |! 


libre ary. It was not,as was answered by the gen- 
tleman from Minnesota, in removing the books, 


but, as the testimony shows, for the work done 


upon the books at the bindery. 
undergo the supervision of 


The y had to 
he binder; and the 
reason why the one hundred sets were not de- 
livered at the time was that twenty-five sets had 
not been bound at all, and the others required 
overhauling. So, then, my colleague will find in 
. The firm of 
Gales & Seaton did incur an expense of $300 in 
sending these books to the binder and removing 
thenrto the library under the o1 ‘or of the House. 
Mr. W ASI List IRNE, ot Lilino All we want 
lask my 


is a fury undgrstanding ef this matter. 


that fact the information he seeks. 








March 1 


colleague whether he can state th; 
the original resolution? Does he y 
character of the: soluti yn upon wh 
matter .¢ begunys 
Mr. J ° AL i EN. The res lution of 18 
Mr. W ASHE URNE, of Illinois Toke! 
lieve that he the o eo resolution. 
Mr. J. ALLEN. I cannot state the, 
lutione eas y; andl have no objection to the » u 
tleman reading it. —— - 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois 
Clerk to read the resolution. 
will show that it was a matter between the @),., : af 
and the House, and that Gales & Seato: 
more rivht to se nd the books the uw any 
The Clerk read the 


Other 


resolution, as folloy 








Ss 
* Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of p : 

tives be directed to procure from the publi 

use Of the House library, at a cost not exceeding why S 
been heretofore paid for said work, one hundred ; p Ml 
sets of the Annals of Congress, or Register of Det it S at 
to pay for the same outofthe continge nt fund of the Hy m 
Provided, That the copies or sets remaining shay , 
sold or disposed of until they are offered to Congr 33,9 wi 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Nowe + 
say a word. Me 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. Ido not yield anys 
ther. Ihave yielded for the purpe se of hay - 
that resolution read, on the statement of my epi, 4 
league that it would show this was a mattér oe 
tween the Clerk and the House, and that G 5 
& Seaton had nothing todo with it. What is _ 
Clerk directed todo? He isdirected to pyreha: ‘ 
these books from Gales & Seaton. He, e 
purchase them anywhereelse. Yet my colleag . 
says they had no connection with this thing 
all. Well, sir, if the purchase was made they ; 
had connection with it. The House | ; , 
olution imposed that duty upon the Clerk a 
pointed out how payment was to br le. ered 
Clerk testified that he furnished Gales & Seg has 
with a copy of the resolution of the H com 
testified his acquiescence in th ( 4 
House, and that he would pay, as soonas] he 
any contingent fund, the amount d k 
books. ‘The testimony shows that he d ing | 
express to Gales & Seaton ar y doubtof Bi 
bound by that resolution. The ns voksw 
ered, and eleven days afterward: les&S him 
not having be aaiiecmendliemestmaet e of any this 
such intention, the resolution was resc the 

1 must be permitted to say, Mr. Sp , that cent 
there seems to be an extraordinary desir Cor 
part of some gentlemen to defeat this re¢ 
[ will say for myself if this were an o1 lic ¢ 
osition to purchase these books, although |: W. 
them as a valuable history of Congr Wor 
time when the Congressional Globe comm tha 
[ doubt whether in the present conditio tinu 
finances | would vote forit. But, sir, when! find 
at this transaction of 1862, when Llook N 
olution of. the House authorizing the ‘ th 
make this arrangement with Gales & Seaton may 
when | look at the fact that i in pursa net par' 
resolution a copy of it was delivered by the ( H 
to Mr. Seaton, when I consider that in pu 
of and in good faith under that cast tion | I 
gentlemen proceeded to have those books 
and fitted up at an expense. of 9300, and when! 
recollect the further fact that upon the faith of an 
resolution they called upon their financial! ! W 

| and procured upon it money to enable then . 
carry out that undert aking w ith the Gove: t 
and incurred additional liabilities to e1 
to keep their contract, it seems to me, I" | 
dor, that the House did injustice to these m 
when, eleven days-afterwards; and rth : 
tract had been partially comp leted, 0 
round and repealed their resolution. Me was - 
in my judgment, an act of good faith. It t 
not become the Congress of the Americal ai 
thus to trifle with a question of this kind. e 

But the argument was made by my friend {rom J 
Minnesota [Mr. Wixvom] that this money ¥* a 
not going to Gales & Seaton; that they W - 
the parties to derive benefit from it, and there/or 
we ought not to pass this resolution. Let us he 
for a moment what that position leads to. 

Mr. WINDOM. I beg to inform the ge! Ye 
man I did not say this money was not go _ 
Gales & Seaton as a reason why the resolu : or 
should not pass, but for the purpose of show!" x 
that some other persons were gettmg up h bi 


wetting 4 
pression that money was to be had for get! 
reconsideration of the vote. 
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FROM THE SENATE, 


VWESSAGE 


m the Senate, by Mr. MecDon- 

{ : minounced that t 1e Sen- 
™ t 

Set ivepresel 0 

1 Dil (SO a9 1) rel ating to 


id for other aie, tor the pur | 
rrecting an error In the engrossment 


Pere being no objection, it was ordered that |} 
returne L to the Senate, 


S—AGAIN, 


Lui De 


ANNALS OF CONGRESS 


n 


at. J.C. ALLEN. Let us lookat that argu- 
+a moment. Gales & Seaton were at that 


rdmitted by everybody;indebt. A por- 
this money doubtless was to go through 


of Gales & Seaton to their creditors. 





Q eo it was. That accounts for the pay \| 
af Gales & Seaton to have the contract completed 
stanearly day, anditrelieves them from the charge | 
aa » by the gentleman from NewYork, that they || 
were guilty of indecent haste in endeavoring to || 
a of thismottey. They were, as ts show n |} 
v tho evidence, and as is admitted by gentlemen | 
vo other side, in debt. What better rea- | 
» could men have for an anxiety to receive this 
mn than a desire to pay their honest creditors? | 
{y indifference upon their partas to whether they | 
ot it or nO t would argue bad faith in them, and || 
would be only akin to that bad faith which would || 
make them incur these expense s, and then pre- || 
vent them from receiving the benefit of their un- || 
dert: r with the Government. \| 
lLisas ee i argument to make, that because | 

the next after the resolution passed they went 
to th Clerk to get an order from the Clerk for || 
the work, and to get the money which, according | 

to the evidence, was to go for the benefit of\their 
creditors, therefore they were guilty of indecent | 
haste. speci ally is it a singular argument to | 
come from a man who stated to the Clerk the | 
tday after the passage of the resolution, that || 


he in ar to try to get it rescinded, and yet 
kept that intention eleven days after without mak- | 
ingtheattempt. Mr. Seaton, in good faith, sought | 
to get this money that a portion of it might go to | 


the creditors, and the other portion to reimburse | 
him for the expense of preparing and publishing | 
this work, which contains a succinct history of | 


the Congresses of the United States from the in- 
ception of the Government down to the time that 
Congress adopted the Congressional Globe as the | 
record of its proceedings. And to-day, atthe pub- 
sexpense, my friend from New York, [Mr. A. 

W. Cuark,] and my colleague, [Mr. Farns- | 
WORTH, ] are receiving twenty-four copies each of 
that Congressional Globe which contains, In con- 


juation, the same kind of information which we 


find in this work of Gales & Seaton. 

Now, sir, while the mere fact of the delivery of 
ty oks in the library under the circumstances 
may not have been any such acceptance on the 
nes ¢ House as would be binding upon the 
ni ye the fact that the publishers incurred, 


rdin 1 to the te stimony, an expense of $300, 
inmy judgment goes far to the confirmation of 
wact on their part. That, in addition to | 

ad firit! seem to me, 


d faith in the matter, it does 
ld induce Congress to stand by their contract. 
) ean have faith in any action of this House | 
takings of this sort are to be repeale od at 
whim or cé aprice of members who may see fit 
any oecasion after the adoption of sucha res- 
Nn to thus rescind and repeal it? 
at sim ly desire to s; ay, sir 9 in conclusion, that it | 
‘to me that the House isin good faith bound | 
issthis resolution. The question whether or | 
ate iese books are needed at this particular time 
The ic library is not the question before the House. 
Work is admitted by all who have examined || 
ea valuable one, and my judgment is that | 
rt members would examine it inore thoroughly 
q se e the high-toned sense of honor which * act- 
lated the men who were connected with the early 


"story of the Government, they would not thus 
‘» fesoluuions one day and repeal them the next; 
©y would learn that the pledges of Congress 
b, cca something, and that when ‘resolutions have 
*0 passed under which men have incurred ex- 
de cae hey ought not to be repealed atthe whim 
Neo rice of membefs. 
h a ot pocnngs | in the testimony which 
re the House by the gentle- 


man from New York, [Mr. A. W. Cranx,] and || 


Wi 


to ry 
W) De 


itt 


THE CON 


i re vrard to its construction. 


| holds up his wat a 


|| gn an equal fooung 


GRE 





the gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. Winvom,}] 
that ¢ ' } “ie ; oo ax whales a 
nt es » ol ul 1 
knowled e! La 
( I yt Sh V a ly yul 
no ntire good fi th throughout the whole 
transact it does scem to me, therefore, that 
it appeals to our sense of honor as well as our 
sense of right to pass this resolution. I now re- 
sign the floor to the gentleman from Kentucky. 
Mr. SMITH resumed the floor. y 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I shall have 
| to appeal to the gentleman from Ker ntucky to yield 
me a courtesy which Lam sorry my colleague 
could not yield to me, as he never refused me 


i such a courte sy before ‘during the long service I 


have had with him. 
Mr. SMI r H. How long a time does the gen- 


|| tleman from Illinois desire ? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


ment. I never detain the House long. 
Mr. SMITH. Does that mean a minute? 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Perhaps two 
minutes. 

Mr. SMITH. 
minutes of my tim 
Mr.WASHBU 
I appro: 


ever. 


I will yield the gentleman two 
UR mee fT eo s. Mr. Speaker, 
bje ithout y fecling what- 
If I had any, it : would | ye in favor of the 
gentlemen who are interested in this question, for 
vith Mr. Seaton I hi ive had a long acquaintance, 
and [have enjoyed, | believe 
has certainly enjoyed mine 
which I cannot permit 
tion here. When | as] 


kked my < llearue 
C. Seen to yield, in order tha 
might t be read, 


I desired to say a word upon it 
construction, but after the e ntleman had heard 
it read he rr fused to allow oné word to be said in 
I wish to call the at- 
resolution now, and 
between Messrs. 
ile Houst which passe d 
resolution was 


ich this 


1 . iy? 

, his friendship, as he 
) ? . 
But this is a matter 

to govern my official ac- 


\ [Mr. J 


tention of the House to the 
see how far any contract aros 
Gales & Seaton and the | 
thatresolution. The 


In these terms; 


But a mo- 


SSIONAL GLOBE. 


| thayhad been got up over 


ly 


‘That the Cle rk of the House of Representatives | 


be directed’’—to do what? Merely to 
from the publi Sale rs 
a cost 


proctre 
for the use of the House, at 
r what has heretofore been 
paid, so many copies of the Register of Debate: 
We directed the ¢ f the House to do a cer- 
tain act, and if he did not do it that was a matter 
between him and the House, and these other par- 
uics have no right to intervene or complain. 
Etheridge,the Clerk, refused ,1 
in relation to whi 


ve ] 
not exceedl 


lerk of 


inder circumstances 


he has testified, to procure 


the work which the resolution specified. The 
House passed a resolution directing him to pro- 
cure these b Oks, rocure them, 


and he refused to | 
s & Seaton undertook to send up the 
yn that fact that my col- 
oree this idea of a contract 


and then Gal 
, and itis up 
learue endeavors 
between the Hou 

l see my friend 


books he re i 
toenf 
and Gales & peaton, 
from Kentue ky (Mr. Smitru] 
I will not take up more of 
his time. Lam very much obliced to him for his 
courtesy. coaean . 
ENROLLED BILLS 


Mr. COBB, from t) Enrolled 


ec Committ: e on 





Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills ofthe follow- 
ing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 
An act (S. N ». 97) to eé! able th ? p ople ( i Cx i 
oradoto formae t is ment, 
abd for the admission of such State into the Union 
| on an equal fo ting witht original States; and 


An act (S. No. 
vada to forma co 
and for tle idmi 


of Ne- 
government, 
ythe Union 
original tates, 


96) to enable thi 
stitution and State 


people 


sion of such state int 


with the 


ANNALS OF CONGRESS-——AGAIN. 


Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, after the speech 
of my colleague on the committee [Mr. Sparp- 
ING] there is little need for me to say a word. | 
wish, however, to have theattention of the House 


for a remark in answer to the gentleman from Il- 


| linois, (Mr. Wasusur INE. J I regard his construc- 
| tion of the origin: 


il resolution, and his crituucism 
on the action of the late C lerk,as one of the most 


| remarkable things ¢ verd ne by a person pretend- 


ibility as 


ing to so much 
posst sses. 

On the 29th of April, 1862, the resolution was 
passed directing the Cierk to ire from Lue 
publisher certain books, and to pay for them out 


the rentleman re 


ally 


prod 


Mr. | 


| and that he would be 


estly due to him, 


of the contingent fund of the House. ‘The da 

fler t i : , : ‘ , My: Seaton, 
ui put Herol lhe work,« © 4 rk 

d to deliver the | im and ve \ 
the pay for them. ‘The Clerk stated to him, as is 

hown by the evidence in this case, tl had 
no money on hand to pay for Lhem,.anad tl At, un 
tul money was appro] priated, he would. receive 
the books. The Cle rk testified further that mem 
bers had come to him and requested that | d 


not accept the books 
move a reconsideration, 
Mr. Wil SON. Willtheve ntle man from Ken- 
tucky yield to me for a qui stion? 
Mr. SMITH. I will. 
Me WADSWORTH. 
Mr. SMITH. 


» because they intended to 


[ must object, 

In consideration of the trouble 
the resolution, Mr. 
Etheridge declined to accept the books. Then 
that man, whose reputation has been kn own in 
this country longer than that of any man on the 


floor, came to the Clerk, in good faith, to deliver 
the books | and to receive an order forthe money, 
to be paid after the : appropriation should be mad 


It was not done. | hh ere declare t} 
of the House, it is the See of 
this floor, whatever his pre} 
for this resolution. , * 
My attention was first called to this matter by 

a note from Mr. Seaton, whom | do not know 
whom I never saw in my life, saying that he had 
n il friend of my father 5 
ingtone ity years ago 
pr if | would introduce 
After examining the question, I 
found it was a just and equitable cl 
termined to stand here pledged to 
ntry to vindicate 


atitisthe duty 
every member on 
y be,t r vote 


udic esSma 


been an Intimate and pers 
in this House and in Wa 


’ 


the resolution. 


ind I de- 
and the 
» it, and to say that it is hon- 
and that the House will be dere- 
lict in its duty if it does not pass this resolution. 
1 move the previous question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
olution on the table 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 50; 


aim, 
iim 


cou 


I move tolay ther 


>and on that I call for the 


as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley, J 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, blow, Boutwell, Ura 
gee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, 
homas T. Davis, Dawes, Driggs, Dumout, Farnsworth 
Fenton, Frank, Garfield, Gooeh, Ilighy, ! iT 
Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, Jutian, Kasson, Kelley. Fr 
cis W. Kellogg, Loan, Lengyear, Marvin, MeCtu Metn 
doe, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Da | Morris, Leousrd 
Myers, Norton, Odell, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Schenek, f Shin 
non, Smithers, Starr, Thayer, Tracey, Upson. Van Vaiken 
burgh, Voorhees, Elihu B. Washburne, Williams, Wilder, 
Wil on, Win lom, and Woodbri u ‘es 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Al a vy, Au ( 
Ratdwin, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Ct ! ( 
Cox, Dawson, Denison, Eldridge, Griswold, Hard Hay 
rington, Charles M. a irris, Herrick, Kalbilemel, La 
Long, Mall ve I J Al if » vi ua Labtig VV bile th za 
Miller, Moo yo , Noble, Jolin O'N | 
ton, Perry, Pruyn, Rad! rd, Sanmel J. Randal 
Rollins, Ross, Smith, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stil 
Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Wadsworth, Ward, W 


ster, Whaley, Wheeler, and Yeaman ) 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 


During the roll-eall, 

Mr. KERNAN stated that he had natred of 

h Mr. Davis, a He would have 
voted ** 110, | Mr. Davis *fay.”? 

Mr. ¢ COX stated that his eolleneues, Meesers 
Jounson, C. A. Wurire, J, W. Warre, and Mc- 
KINNEY, were absent on leave. 

Mr. WILS SON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Hun -) D, was absent on account of illness. 


Mr. RNSWOR’ [Eistated tha this colleague, 
Mr. na p, was paired off with Mr. Brarre, of 
Missouri. 

‘'A.MYERS, not having be 
when his name was called, ask 

Mr. MILLER, of Pennsylvania, oer d. 

‘The vote was announced as rded. 

Mr. FARNSWORT H moved t ler tne 
vole by whic h the resolution was laid on the table $ 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

Mr. VOORHEES called forthe yeas and nays 
on the Jatter mouuon. 

Mr. J.C.ALLEN. Imove that the Hou 
now adjourn, and demand the yeas ad nays. 

Tellers were ordered on ordering the yeas and 
nays; aud Messrs. Srires, and Morus of New 
Youk, were appointed. 
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The House divided; and the tellers reported— _ Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the House ad- 


ayes thirty-two. 

So.one fifth of the members present voting there- 
for, the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 36, nays 65; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. | 
Baldwin, Bliss, Chanler, Clay, Cox, Dawson, Denison, El- | 
dridge, Harding, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Kalbfleisch, | 
Law, Long, Mallory, William H. Miller, Morrison, Noble, | 
John O'Neill, Perry, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, 
Ross, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Stuart, 
Sweat, Wadsworth, Ward, and Wheeler—36. | 

NAY S—Meesrs. Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley, Baily, 
John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Blow, | 
Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cole, Creswell, 
Thomas 'T’. Davis, Dawes, Deming, Donnelly, Driggs, Du 
mont, Farnsworth, Fenton, Gooch, Higby, Holman, Hotch- | 
kiss, John H. Hubbard, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Loan, | 
Lougyear, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, McIndoe, Samuel 
F’. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard | 
Myers, Norton, Orth, Perham, Price, Alexander H. Rice, | 
John H. Rice, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Smithers, | 
Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, | 
Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, 
Wiison, Windom, and Woodbridge—65. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question recurred on ordering the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay on the table the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN. As this is private bill day 
I think it would be well to pay some attention to 
that business. I move that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Suir] | think has the floor on a contested 
case. Il would suggest that that case be taken up, 
and the gentleman from Kentucky be allowed to | 
go on and make his speech. 

The SPEAKER. That case was postponed 
until Friday last, and as it was not taken up then, 
does not come up, as a matter of course, to-day. 

Mr. DAWES. _ Butit would be in order to call 
it up? 

The SPEAKER. It would; but the gentleman 
from Illinois now moves that the House resolve 
itselfinto a Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I now call up the contested- 
election case of the second district of Virginia. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to do so, and the gentleman from Kentacky [Mr. 
Smiru] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand that there is a 
motion pending to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table in reference to the matter the House 
has just been acting upon. It was not my desire 
to interfere with any pending business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman does interfere 
with it by calling up his contested-election case. 

Mr. DAWES. So I understand, and [ there- | 
fore withdraw the call. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move that the House do | 
now adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH. [hope the gentleman from Wis- | 
consin will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ifthe gentleman from Ken- 
tucky desires it, | will withdraw the motion. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Farns- 
wortu’s motion; and the result was—yeas 57, 
nays 20; as follows: _ 

YEAS—Messrs, Allison, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Bax- 
ter, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose | 
W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, 
Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Farnsworth, Fenton, Higby, 
Hotman, John H. Habbard, Jenekes, Kelley, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Longyear, McClurg, McIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, 
Morril), Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
ton, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Perry, Price, John H. Rice, 
Schenck, Scoficid, Shannon, Smithers, Starr, Stevens, 
Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and 
W oodbridge—57. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Augustus C. Baldwin, Chanler, Cox, 
Dawson, Denison, Eldridge, Charles M. Harris, Long, 
Marcy, Middleton, Morrison, Noble, John O'Neil), Smith, 
John B. Stecle, Sweat, Ward, Webster, and Wheeler—20. 

The SPEAKER announced that ho quorum 
had voted. 

Mr. DAWES. Is itin order now to call up 
the contested-election case to which I referred a 
few minutes ago? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. No quorum has | 
voted; and all public business is therefore inter- 
rupted. 











The SPEAKER announced that one hundred 


eral in command of the department of the Mis- 


ourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The roll was thereupon called; and the follow- 
ing members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. William J. Allen, Arnold, Baily, Blaine, Francis 
P. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, Brandegee, Brooks, James 8. 
Brown, William G. Brown, Freeman Clarke, Cravens, 
Henry Winter Davis, Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Eckley, 
Eden, Edgerton, English, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, 
Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William 
Juhnson, Orlando Kellogg, King, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le 
Biond, Littlejohn, Lovejoy, McAllister, McBride, McDow- 
ell, McKinney, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Nel- 
son, Odeil, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Pike, Pomeroy, Wil- 
liam H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, 
James 8. Rollins, Scott, Sloan, Spalding, William G. Steele, 
Thomas, Tracy, Voorhees, William B. Washburn, Chilton 
A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, 
Fernando Wood, and Yeaman. 


and seven members—a quorum—had answered to 
their names. 

Mr. WILSON moved that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hickey, their ChiefClerk, requesting the return of 
the bill (S. No. 302) to define the pay and emolu- 
ments of certain officers of the Army, and for other 


Po obi; : y 
No objection being made, it was ordered that 
said bill be returned to the Senate. 


MISSOURI MILITIA. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the War 
ae transmitting a report from the gen- 


souri, relative to the military service rendered by 
the Missouri militia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the vote stood—ayes 
41, noes 46; no quorum voting. 

Mr. DAWSON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 35, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Ashley, Augustus C, Baldwin, 
Jacob B. Blair, Chanler, Clay, Cox, Dawson, Denison, 
Eldridge, Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, John H. 
Hubbard, Kalbfleisch, Long, Marcy, Morrison, Noble, John 
O'Neill, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Ran- 
dall, Ross, Smith, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, 
Sweat, Ward, Whaley, and Wheeler—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, John D. Baldwin, 
Baxter, Beaman, Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cobb, Cole, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Driggs, Dumont, 
Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Gooch, Higby, Holman, Hoteh- 
kiss, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Longyear, Marvin, McClurg, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel 
Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Orth, Perham, Price, 


Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and 
W oodbridge—5S5. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. HIGBY moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ihope the motion toadjourn 
will be agreed to. We have done very well to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
can be called up at any time, except in the morng 
ee on Monday. 

he motion was agreed to; and then (ata quar- 

ter to five o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


| 
Alexander H. Rice. Schenck, Shannon, Smithers, Starr, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 19, 1864. 


The House metattwelve o’clock,m., Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE, of I!linois, in the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore. Prayer by Rev. Dr. Marks. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| A message was received from the Senate, by 
| Mr. Hickey, its Chief Clerk, notifying the House 


|| that that body, having corrected the error in ®en- 


————_—_=_=_===__ 
ate bill No. 154, relating to enlistment 








March 19 


other purposes, returned the same to the i " 
for its concurrence. use 
Mr. DAWES moved that the rules be 
pended, arrd the House resolve itself into the o. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of t) r 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into, 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the U, me 
(Mr. Bourwe tt in the chair,) and tewumed n, 
consideration of the President’s annual meat 


RESTORATION OF THE UNION, 


Mr. ARNOLD. On the 22d of February 1839 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birthday f 
Washington, Daniel Webster, speaking of - 
fearful consequences of disunion, Says: eg 

** Other misfortunes may be borne, or their e 
come. If disastrous war should sweep our comm: ree fre 
the ocean another generation may renew it; if it dec. 
and lay waste our fields, still, under a new cultivation — 
will grow green again, and ripen to future harvests, ihwen 
but a trifle even if the walls of yonder Capito! were | 
crumble, if its lofty pillars should fall, and jts gorgeous ¢ 
orations be all covered by the dustof the valley. Allt 
might be rebuilt. But who shall reconstruct the fabri 
demolished Government? Who shall rear again the wejj 
proportioned columns of constitutional liberty ? Who shay 
frame together the skillful architecture Which unites na 
tional sovereignty with State rights, individual security ang 
public prosperity? No, if these columns fall, they wil) be 
raised not again. Like the Coliseum and the Parthenog 
they will be destined to a mourntul, a melancholy inpoe 
tality. Bitterer tears, however, will flow over them thag 
were ever shed over the monuments of Roman or Grecian 
art; for they will be the remnants of a more glorious pdj. 
fice than Greece or Rome ever saw, the edifice of constity 
tional American liberty.”? 

But I have faith that under the guidance of 
Providence, and on the basis of liberty, this Goy- 
ernment is to be ** reconstructed.”? The “ ski\)fyl 
architecture which unites State rights and pa. 
tonal sovereignty, individual security and public 
prosperity,’’ is to be again embodied in a siill 
more perfect form; not on the basis of adhering 
to old errors, ‘‘ the Unionas it was and the Con- 
stitution as it is,’’ but national unity withoutsle- 
very, and the Constitution, the Magna Chart 
which shall secure libertyto all This is our grand 
aim. The wandering stars are to be brought back 
with their luster brightened by the ordeal through 
which they have. passed. The grand edifice of 
American constitutional government is to rise on 
a broader, firmer, more solid foundation, the basis 
of universal liberty. Sir, the old Continental Con- 
gress and the constitutional Convention are vener- 
able landmarks in American history. We look 
back to them with mingled reverence and adm 
ration, The Congress and the statesmen who 
shall reéstablish national unity with the terrible 
scourge, slavery, destroyed, who shal! heal the 
wounds of this terrible war, will have rendered 
service to our country and humanity equally 
memorable and still more important. 


RECONSTRUCTION. 

I approach this question of reconstruction with 
diffidence, conscious alike of its difficulties and of 
the fearful responsibilities resting upon those by 
whom it is tobesolved. One thing, | think, may 
be regarded &s settled. We can haveno national 
Union and harmony without freedom. The fear- 
ful error of uniting free and slave States we shall 
never repeat. But if the grand idea can be rear 
ized of a free homogeneous people, united in 4 
continental republic based on liberty to all, and 
retaining the great principles of Magna Chariaes 
living principles of our Government, we sha! met 
realized the noblest structure of government an¢ 
national polity ever organized uponearth. This 
is a great aim to struggle for; it is a gloriows pw 
pose to die for. Isit practicable? Are we eque 
to it? If so, the terrible ordeal through which we 
are passing, the trial by fire, and the bapusm of 
blood, will be compensated by the glorious fu- 
ture. ed 

In discussing this subject of reconstruction, 
will only venture to-day to make suggestion" 
The subject naturally divides itself into three 
parts: 

1. What are the relations of the rebel States @ 
the national Government? 

2. What the duty of the Executive? 

3. What the duty of Congress? : 

The status of the rebelliows States is, that they 
are a portion of ourcountry inrevolt, The oe 
stitution and laws of the United States are legs } 
binding upon every person within the rebel ‘et 
tory. 
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Every person who has violated his duty tothe 
.enment, or broken its laws and levied war 
+ it, is liable to be dealt with as a criminal and 


, the nation are also in the position of public 
omies, and liable to be treated as such. The 
ernment may proceed against them both as 
pre amenable to our laws, or as public ene- 
ew gubject to all the liabilities of such. So 
oh of this rebel territory as we have brought 
much arms within our lines, is rightfully held 
‘ior military government, and it is subject, for 
‘he time being, to the government of the Execu- 
‘ive, 48 Commander-in-Chief, until loyal States 
are reorganized, Or until Congress provides by law 
+. eome other mode of government. 


DUTY OF THE EXECUTIVE. 


It is the duty of the Executive to see that the 
laws are fathfally executed in every part of the 
United States. It is his duty by the sword and 
by the power of war to destroy all armed oppo- 
sition tothe Government. Everything necessary 
‘9 accomplish this, and in accordance with the 
rules of war, as recognized by civilized nations, 
ve may rightfully do. He may emancipate and 
arm slaves, arrest and confine dangerous public 
enemies to prevent the execution of treasonable 

, and suppress for the time treasonable 


oyblications; all this to be done under the rules 
of war and the legitimate powers vested in the 


for 80 


designs 
desig 


‘ Executive of carrying on war against public ene- 


mies and traitors. It is his duty, also, to see that 

constitutional guarantee of a republican form 
of government under the Federal Union shall be 
carried out. 
cress, he may do all that it may be necessary to 
carry out these purposes. He may appoint mil- 
wary governors. He may levy and collect taxes 
and assessments. He may institute temporary 
tribunals to administer justice. He may preserve 
the peace, prevent anarchy, and see that justice 
isdone toall. In aword, he may and must gov- 
ern the country in its transition state from a rebel 
toa loyal condition, or until Congress provides 


vy law for its government, or until the people or- | 


ganize loyal State governments and are readmit- 
ed into the Union. These principles are sanc- 

med in the Supreme Court in the California 
ase, so often cited in this House. These powers, 
or most of them, the President has exercised in 
Louisiana, in Arkansas, and in Tennessee. He 
has done this under the advice and with the aid 
if such men as Andrew Johnson, Generals But- 
rand Banks; and the results are beginning to 
develop themselves in the disposition of the people 
of these States to return to the Union. 

WHAT ARE THE POWERS OF CONGRESS? 

Congress may and ought to pass all laws which 
may be Necessary to carry into effect the power 
odged in the Executive to administer for the time 
velng the government of the territory in rebel- 
io. Congress may regulate the mode of ad- 
ministration, It may control the method of gov- 
ening the territory. Each House of Congress 
as the exclusive power to determine and judge of 
the election, return, and qualifications of its own 
members, and may of course determine when to 
admit or reject Representatives from the rebel 
Siates. [think it requires the concurrent action 
of both the Executive and Congress for a com- 
A mornin of rebel and revolted States into 
the Union, 


AMNESTY PROCLAMATION. 


é - President in communicating the naman 
*roclamation to Congtess invites the aid, counsel, 


Unity, 


This proclamation of amnesty looks to the 
reéstablig 


It offers 
ry the surrender by the rebels of the cause 
,J¢ War, slavery. Practically it is already dis- 


"ving the rebel organization. Hundreds of rebel 


‘oldiers are daily bringing in and laying down 
7..| *ms, and accepting the terms of pardon. 
“advantages of this proclamation are: 


‘gives a rallying point for loyal men in the 


Tee | States, 


9 
ae Secures forever liberty to the eiancipated 


. It will enable the United States to 


uaranty 
ever 
ans ¥ rebel State a 


republican form of govern- 


The ‘eople in rebellion who have made war | 


In the absence of the action of Con- | 


and wipention of Congress in restoring national | 


eee hment of loyal State governments in the | 
; “°e! territory on the basis of freedom. 
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4. It will secure national unity on the basis of 
liberty. 
RECONSTRUCTION. 


The questions involved in the subject of recon- 
struction are of the most grave and important char- 
acter. Broken unions are ever hard to restore. 
We may crush the military power of the rebels, 
and yet the southern people may, possibly, sul- 
lenly refuse to return and participate in the Gov- 
ernment. It is desirable that when the Union is 
restored it may unite a fraternal people. We do 
not desire the cotton States to occupy the relation 
to the national Government of a struggling Po- 
land, or Hungary,or Venice. The only basis on 
which real cordial union can be predicated is that 
of liberty. We must remove the cause of our di- 
visions. Remove slavery, and the old American 
idea of Union and love of country will resume 
its sway. Yankee Doodle and the Star Span- 
gled Banner will again thrill the hearts of ull Dixie- 
land. The old fag—God bless it forever—will be 
worshiped with an ardor and devotion unknown 
before the war. 

If you cannot have a Union based upon free- 
dom you cannot have itatall. This the Presi- 
dent with his usual sagacity has seen, and he of- 
fers amnesty and liberty. My firm conviction 
is, that upon this basis alone is union attainable. 
This furnishes the only hope; but with freedom, 
when the sword has subjugated armed resistance, 
we may weld together the links of this broken 
chain. From the beginning of the revolt the 
Government has offered to the rebels peace and 
good-will, and upon the solé condition that they 
should lay down their arms. This offer has been 
met with scornand defiance. The Presidentnow 
offers peace upon the condition that the insurgents 
submit and give up slavery. They are asked to 
abandon that which has been acurse alike to them, 
to us, toall. Humanity and Christianity pray 
that these humane, generous, magnanimous terms 
may be accepted. This cruel war will not stop; 
this rebellion will never be sanctioned as revolu- 
tion. The loyal people of the United States, if 
these terms are rejected, will demand that the dis- 
eased limb be amputated. They have been very 
slow to anger, but they are now thoroughly 
aroused, and it will soon be difficult to appease 
their just rage. 

The loyal people preferred peace to war, but 
they are raphy acquiring a taste for war’s fierce 
excitements and its dazzling glory. They are an 
indomitable race of men, the descendants of those 
who conquered England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
and who have themselves never been conquered. 
On this continent they have conquered the for- 
ests, subdued the Indian tribes, and wrested from 
England their independence. If driven to it they 
willexterminate the soft, pampered, sensual, slave 
aristocracy which makes 2 the rebel leaders. 
The time is rapidly approaching when the loyal 
people will say to the rebels, ‘* We have tried to 
conciliate you; we have offered you terms; you 
reject them with scorn; you hate and defy us; 
you refuse any terms of peace. Beitso! We 
accept the issue. We will treat you as enemies; 
we will conquer you, and liberating your slaves 


| 


whites, and our brave soldiers. Henceforth you 
are subjects, no longer to be treated as citizens.”’ 
The President does not yet say this; on the con- 
trary his treatment is to-day, as it has been from 
the beginning, generous, humane, and magnani- 
mous, such as is becoming the head of a great 
and Christian nation. He offers peace on fhe 
conditions that the rebels submit, give upslavery, 
and accept freedom. 
peace Lalenoelte, only requiring the surrender 
of that terrible curse which has brought upon us 
and them ali the horrors of this war. 


IS SLAVERY DEAD? 


The distinguished gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Brooxs] produced a great sensation the 
other day by announcing that slavery was already 
dead, 1 do not know whether we were so much 
startled by the fact as that that gentleman should 
be the firsttoannounceit. Like some others who 
lag far behind in the chase, he seemed determined 
to be in at the death. ButI am not yet willing 
to admit the fact that slavery is dead. I rejoice 
to know that it is in a dying condition, but it has 
not yet given up the ghost. Let the “‘ rail-split- 
ter’’ of Illinois guve the cursed monster a few more 


we will divide your lands among them, the poor | 


He offers the blessings of | 
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vigorous blows and make its destruction certain, 
Possibly the gentleman from New York might 
have been playing agame familiar to western hunt- 
ers; he, or the institution which he declares dead. 
might have been playing ‘possum. But to assume 
a tone more becoming a subject so grave, let ma 
remind the gentleman from New York, who isa 
scholar, and familiar with history, that in the days 
of Oliver Cromwell it was supposed monarchy 
was dead in England. Yetbuta few years passed 
by, and Charles the Second was on the throne of 
England, and monarchy in full sway, stronger 
apparently than before the execution of Charles 
the First. God save our country frem the return 
of the slave kings! God save us from ever see- 
ing the destinies of this nation pass again into the 
hands of slavemongers! Therefore lam for tak- 
ing security for the future by immediately abolish- 
ing slavery and amending the Constitution, prohibit- 
ing its existence forever tn every part of the Union. 
Butifslavery isindeed dead why do notits friends, 
those who have stood by it in sunshine and in 
storm, why do they not now pronounce its eulogy? 
It was a king in theland. Itwasaruler in these 
Halls, and lord paramount in yonder Executive 
Mansion. If dead, where are its friends and 
mourners? If your idol is dead, is it not decent 
for you at least to seem to mourn? 

But, Mr. Chairman, this great revolution haa 
not yet ended. Would to God it were! The 
storm still rages; dangersand difficulties still over- 
shadow the future. Much remains to be done te 
subdue the rebel armies, to maintain national 
credit, to hold the loyal people united, to preserve 
liberty and law, and reconstruct the edifice of con- 
stitutional liberty. A task is before us, taxing to 
the utmost all we have of skill and bravery in 
the field, of wisdom and integrity and patriot- 
ism and statesmanship in the Cabinet, before we 
can feel that ourcountry ‘thas weathered the storm,” 
and ‘‘ allis well.’’ Our greatest danger arises from 
insane divisions among ourselves. With Lin- 
coln at the helm of State, with Grant command- 
ing our armies, and Chase holding the scarcely 
less difficult and responsible position at the head 
of the Treasury,and a cordial union of the friends 
of these great leaders and all loyal men, our suc- 
cess is certain. 


THE PRESIDENCY. 


The constitutional period for the election of 4 
President approaches, and compels an answer te 
the question, who shall lead us through this fear. 
ful storm to the havenof peace? Shall we change 
leaders while the tempest of battle is raging? No, 
say the people, with that instinctive sagacity which 
has all along characterized them. ‘They have al- 
ready settled this question with a unanimity nevet 
equaled since the days of Madison and Washing- 
ton. From Maine to Maryland, from Minnesota 
to California, from ocean to ocean, from north to 
south, there is but One voice. It is emphatic, 
earnest, spontaneous, unprompted; having its ori- 
gin in the faith which the people every where feel 
in the honesty, justice, truth, courage, patriotism ,: 
and good sense of the President. The ‘secret 
circulars,’’ organizations, and efforts of politicians 
to divert or change it will be idle and useless. 
This choice of the people will be ratified at the bal- 
lot-box by a vote never before surpassed in una- 
nimity. Why is this? It is because the people 
recognize in Abraham Lincoln the apostle of iib- 
erly. 


LINCOLN THE APOSTLE OF LIBERTY. 


It is his mission to restore national unity on 
the basis of universal liberty. He is to lead the 
people through this revolution and preserve the 
old safeguard of freedom scahsanted in Megna 
Charta and the Constitution of the United States, 
When he leaves the presidential chair, in 1869, 
we are to be one people, one nation, and every 
man secured in the enjoyment of * life, liberty, 
and the eqn of happiness.’? Every man equal 
before the law. Every man enjoying liberty of 
speech, the freedom of the press, trial by jury, 
and the writ of habeas corpus. Such is the grand 
ideal which he is laboring practically to realize. 
To accomplish this he needs the continued confi- 
dence, trust, and faith of the American people. 
With these, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
those great purposes may be realized. 

Mr. Chairman, studied and persistent efforte 
having been made in this Hall, in the Senate, and 
elsewhere, to disparage the President, | deem it 
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| t 1 fuirs ement lity yond il how, in these ’ ( 
) bi % f 1,1 and Hill, > nart and Magruder, Pe { ( 
f t | < aise ) . evel oli i¢ ( nis public . . : 
{ | a 1 . V5 . \ Winder, ht Lu March ana A il, iso) 
‘ Wo life, ie i } ressed the | with his honesty 5 . 
’ y th ‘ | went posi rons in our Army. Traiton { 
} wid r! ‘very hearer of these debates © yp ” ‘ 
, Sil mt ; : where. [he citizens ot Washingt ' 
\ ‘ +9 f \way with the col tion, whatevel his politi al : Pi 
ail the most «1m in ; portion of them, 1n sympathy W 
1] cues avh Away wt ncoln believes whathe says; is can- + fag EE 
Ay Li | t Xi : Secession had been pr ecded by set 
! | ‘3 I , ti . tate a fact or take an , 1a 
‘ ’ i r ’ 39 concoct d by those holding the 
; + homely | triumph. He had " + 
mn 101 } He ave trusts. It b id been vatted by p 
{ \ ‘Ss. yas always ‘ 7. 
t ya veyo! a é sions of loyalty. On Mr. Lincoln 
f aT ways his apts ory tor ; ; d 5 
{ L t inal r+ ’ : r _ these were the men he found it 
\ os Vy Yougias was sometimes . : - 
a Ww ' \ Ol W 3 ces, ana he was encire led on every 
.f his Lemp r. Lincoln never 4 e 


have! , better t oe to deve! wn andestt the || lost Ms. Douglas carrit dd way the most,popular 
de the deeper and more 
ert 1 ' nd ng impression. Douglas did not disdaim an 
1 , i . > \ e | immer inte t iim h, Ww e Lincoln lo« ked to per- 


Dougias addr cced the tet \- 





ts W his com} : manent convict! 
\ yy nd prejue es Wil n power and ¢ jromness 
. » } . rat } °¥ ’ “es ana 
n surpass i. COT SLaAes 1s PTOpests ms 
wHO WERE His C' IPETITORS » || neversurpas, Lu pstated MIS ad 
+] 1 || nd proved then truth with irresistible logic. 
ew y } ’ 1 ‘ rm } fl rill ( . - . 
. ey y eee — ae ” Doug art d the maj rity of tnt Li risiature 
| iB l i ( t ‘ ! ) ru nar ( x . 7 3 - ce 
‘ ' of Llinems, but Linco® had the majority of the 
it i ' } rm i yryut ’ tial . ne ¢ 
; : ei po ular vote. D secured thi Senatorships 
of men Among t em, und co! weary ely jeada- . ; > } wm 
; and Lince Presidency. The won- 
er, W to m L a>) en A. Dougias, : \ Se aes 
\ | 7 ‘i derful enaurar » ott ese men, ! Lh Ob iron coll- 
is #1 nolilical TIN - Lyman bramee , chair- ier 3 —. eae 
: : a etitutions, Was Sirhh" gly manitest during this 
r mn ¢ 1 vy ( nit te ot t Senate; . ’ 7% : 1 . 
1 ry I : ct ‘ But at its clo Douglas could not are 
‘ tt § ‘ suet S 1 i. | : . 7 1 : 
1 ( Vat] - : ticulate clearly for some weeks, whit Lincoln's 
( 1 \ oO I r i i im” . rf S ae : -. 
ay » || voice was clearer stronger, and he hims' lf was 
who wnat Washington, 1 ih at \ehan he was he | 
' .4 re | ' in vetier penitil t Une end thath is was at the bt~ 
yn t tri of Me . eral John J ; mm . ; ; . 
; coe wining if the cont st. Lhe friends ol each 61 
Hardin, { ent lawyer, Whe { , ' , 1 - ' 
| ' V j “yr the rreat leaders ¢ med the victory. All must 
oO! | { | sam \. Ivic- ’ ' \ ; Fg : 
: admit | pat cach met in its antagonist a foeman 
1) s ! from § 1 : 
VY Q ‘ wo y oln i. 
ba >» I t r 1 1 . 
. . . Lhe nination ol Mr Lincoln to the Presi- 
i 1G \. McClernand, no . galt Mave 
. lency call to him Ulls ug and ule sicited. Lhe 
} | | W e 4 wero ° . ~ > . . 
i : : ’ erent | dersof national arues struggled by their 
V vation of tthe bravery : ; 
‘ NA ; . y t ver friends na ors ynizauons tor the nom- 
I 1 y niet } Vie xico against tne “} : 
: 1) , nation at Chicago. Mr. Liu coln re mained quietly 
‘ ; ua 4 i l= ‘ - Me 
: eek a . — — ut his me mn Spritiss pursuing Une usual 
{ 1 ( ul Ol q! ict, ife, and Lire Presi- 
\ 1? vv by | ’ +t , 
' 1) \ gency ug hams fe ( ra not ZO aes nor st ek 
j ti W vis backKeG aow , it is . . 
. Colt 1] : 1 it. NWiany havi sechi itt the mannel it) whi “nh he 
! ye advil f General ayor. est . —_ a - 
; : was call cl tk the Lox cutive Mansion the finger 
1 ’ i \ ym, ana v yer equ iy ¢ Pr ’ +. 
. c oe ol rovidence. 
i . \ ive | ( biea as 
\ \ Lincoln. <i LINCOLN LEAVING HOME FOR WASILIINGTON. 
v m ' v » Abranan 1 net | nott eall the a irk a Lt ul ing as- 


winter of 1860-61: a 





CONTEST BETWEEN LINCOLN AND D UGLAS. ujson the id. with all the horrors of 

The cont yeen Lin vn and Dougtas, Patriots Saw the tornado coming, Saw the traitors 
1556, W parka Lmer ht otting and | nning the destrucuon of the Gov- 
tory 7 y were th knov tent Joaders, cach ernment, a earming, plander! ¢ it, binding It, pre- 
of | marty n ot ren 1 ma dad in- paring it to fali an easy vicum into the hands of 
dividuality of charact | was the Sen- raitors, and yet had no means tor sist, because 
storship of t erpat State of Illinois, and the || all 1s machinery was 1h the hands of traitors. 
success of tl Repu ‘yy Democratic party- How impatuientty and fearfully they waited for 
Douglas sd t ' stimulant of the Pres- |) Un tih of March all will remember. The Presi- 
ic y in view A hae wo trained leaders met, || dente! et felt the op] ressive weight of responsi- 
at designate d places, t nd in the presenc of im- |} bility resting upon him. There is not a more 


| ated the great ques= simple, tou -hing, and beautful sp ech in the Eng- 


menst crowds of peopre ™ 
than that whi ly he uttered to his 


tions at is 


lish languag' 


and traitors. None 
forget the scene of that inauguration. S$ 
on the easter front of the Capitol, t e 
. Senate and Hi 


resentatives, the high officers of t0 \ 


the Supre me Court, U 
Navy around him, & mingled crow 
and patriots, with many an cyt look 
ingly into his ne ithbor’s to learn wi 
upon a traitor or a friend; standing | lt 
scowling enemies with mura rand 

hearts, Lincom was 
read his inaugural with a yoice ¢ 
enough to be he ard by twice | 

W hen with revert ntlook he swor 
God that he would faithfully ‘6 yrs 
and defe nd?’ the Constitulion, © 5" 


cool and d term 





las sl od, not by accident, at his side. ) 
ku w, perhaps bette? than the Presi 

the dang rs and difficulties wh! h sure 

He was observed to whisper im thes 
Lincoln, and I 
that in the dark and diff 


1 1 
Lith) babe ih i 


believe gave to UN Pres 
assurance 
would stand by him and give 
in upholding thie 


Constitution ae us g 
Nobly « d 


\ 
the reve: at 1 


gon and 
that pledge f 

he boldly made the wt \i-known @ 
ner \ two } rties, | 


traitors. Had he lived he would ave 


could now bv! bul 


uli Pre sident willl all the Vig' 
liar lo his haracter. 
REM ARKABLE PREDIA TION oF DO\ sLA 

Here | will pause a moment to 
markable pre diction made by ) 
1861. The statements furn) 
eral C. B. Stuart, of New York, & r 
the highest r spectability. bi s¥ 
Colonel Stuart, (who was Bi’ 
cal} on Mr. Douglas,) What W! 
of the eflorts of Jefferson Davisand! 
to divide the Union?” Douglas rt eu,” 


ton States are making 


an effort ( 


der States Lo their scl mes of seces ’ 
too f arful they will succeed. if they 
there will be the most terrible civil % ul 
has ever seen, lasting for years Virg 
come a charne |-house; but the ' 
triumph of the Union caus’ Vin 


efforts will be to take possession of U 
to give them prestige abroad, | 
succeed In taking 1%; the North w® rise 


yt they Ww 











but it will become a city of hospi- 
hes will be used for the sick and 
ven this house and the Minnesota 
Douglas Flospital) may be devoted 
ose before the end of the war.’’ Gen- 

Sjuart inquired, ** What justification is there 
ig??? Dougiasreplied, ** There is no jus- 
nor any pretense of any. If they will 

wy the Union 1 will go as far as the Con- 


“nui 


will permit to maintain their just rights, | 


i do not doubt but a majority of Congress 


» the same. But,’’ said he, rising on his 


\ 


-andextending his arm, °° if the southern States | 


mpt to secede from this Union without fur- 

suse, | am in favor of their having just so 
y slaves, and just so much slave territory, as 
hold at the point of the bayonet, and no 


V til 


ms the 4th of March thereafter, surrounded by 
ud traitors, the Treasury robbed, the Army 

vad Navy disperse d, knowing scarcely whom to 
i se and entered upon his duties. . On one side 
veeanital was Virginia, with her disloyal militia 
« the long bridge, ripe for revolt, and 

y from the heights of Arlington and the Po- 
‘cto bombard the capital. Between it and 
yal States lay Maryland, ready to rise in 
the moment the rebel flag was unfurled; nay, 
: waiting for this, butrising and burning bridges, 


diers on their way to defend Washington. ‘The 
eoat of Government was thus isolated in the midst 
ofa Congress had adjourned, and 

»fate of the nation and of liberty rested upon 

President. He wasequal to the occasion. He 
as he was firm. He saved the capital 
and he preserved the nation. Contrast the con- 
jition of our country then and now, with more 


: ' 
nosule peopie. 


was WISt 
j 
gquion OF 


y if youcan that Abraham Lincoln has 
ministrative powers. It has been well said 


anu cel 
} 


ul 


ef him in view of his administration, remember- | 
ing the pastand looking to the future, ** the peo- | 





ple know the necessities of the hour and appreci- 
ate (he man who isatthe helm. They trust him.”’ 





; Sage | 


ple the most intellectual and forcible upon 
earth.” 
itis not my purpose to speak in detail of the 
actsof this Administration, ‘There area few gen- 
eral considerations in regard to it to which I ask 
the candid consideration of the country. 
First, our foreign relations few will deny have 
cen managed with ability and success through 
period of extreme difficulty and danger. What- 
ever exception and criticism may justly be made 
upon particular dispatches, the result has been 
aceand non-intervention, and thus far the coun- 


iry is satisfied that a cool, wise, and sagacious || 


wWisatthe helm, The Government has been 
dministered as to secure the substantial union 


; armony of the loyal people of all parties. 


ane 


citement and turbulent feeling growing out of civil 
war, It has been accomplished during a period 

ich the President has necessarily exercised 
extraordinary power of summary arrests, sus- 
pension of the habeas corpus, and the suppression 


*' disloyal and treasonable publications by mili- || 


‘ry power; all of them acts which could not but 


tive the most searching scrutiny of a people | 


Yet the | 


‘Ke ours, so jealous of their liberties. 


‘President took possession of the White | 


ing up railways, and murdering Union sol- | 


| acter, 


By masterly action and by masterly inaction, | 
and hero from the backwoods has com- | 
led the entire confidence of agreat people, of 


| of the border States. 
| the man most influential in preventing the great 
| State of Tennessee from being designated in this 


ias been done amid all the passionate ex- | 


; armies, 


| as free, loyal States 
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measures; more, I think, have blamed him f 
going too slow, of which I have been one. *His- 
tory will perhaps give him credit for acting with 


great and wise discretion. The calm, intelligen 
philosophic abolitionists of the Old World, un- 
influenced by the passions which surround and 
color our judgements, send a 


rratulation and 


ross the ocean con- 

admiration on th ind wis 

The three leading teatures of 

his Administration on the subject of slavery are: 
1. His proclamation of emancipation. 


2. The employment of negroes 


success 


dom of his course. 


as soldiers. 


3. The amnesty proclamation, making liberty 


the corner-stone of reconstruction. 


The emancipation proclamation will live in his- | 


tory as one of those great events which measure 
the advance of the world. The historian will rank 
it alongside with the acquisition of Magi 9 Charta 
and the Declaration of Independence. ‘This great 
State paper was issued after the mostcareful and 
anxious reflection, and concludes with these sol- 
emn words: 

* And upon this act, sincerely believed to be 
justice, warranted by the ¢ 


sity, I] invoke the consid minent Of mankind and 


the gracious favor of Almighty God.” 


an act of 
onstitution and military 


rate jua 


neces 


The considerate judgment of mankind, on both 
sides of the ocean, has already approved it, and 
God has seemed to favor it with aseries of victo- 
ries to our arms never witnessed before its issue 
—a series of victories for which we are more in- 
debted to the President than to any other man. 

The country will not forget the tenacious ad- 
herenee of the President to Grant when neat ly all 
seemed to desert him. True, this trait in his char- 
this pertinacious adherence to those he 
trusts, was, | think, carried too far in the long 
continuance in the service of the hero of the Chick- 
ahominy. The President could not convert the 
hero of the Chickahominy into the hero of the 
Mississippi; but this same characteristic, if it 
resulted in many reverses to the army of the Poto- 


mac, hasgivenus Vicksburg and Lookout Mount- 
com- 


ain, and will, I trust, ere long, secure our 
plete triumph over the rebel armies. 

But to return to the proclamation. It has been 
objected to this proclamation that it did not em- 
brace all the territory in rebellion. For myself, 
I have always regretted that it did not include all 
the States in revolt. But I believe the truth is, 
this was the result of the advice of the loyal men 
Forinstance, I believe that 


paper was the patriot and statesman Andrew 


| Johnson; and I believe to-day he regrets more 


than any other man thatit was leftout. Yetwho 


will blame the President for listening with defer- | 


ence to the advice of Andrew Johnson in regard 
to ‘Tennessee? 

The employment of negro soldiers needs to-day 
no vindication. All sanction and approve it, and 
they themselves are gallantly fighting their way 


to the favor of the country. 


The amnesty proclamation, although assailed 
by essayists and politicians, is working out prac- 
tically its own vindication. Hundreds of rebel 
soldiers are daily bringing in and laying down 
their arms. Inthe West it is dissolviuvg the rebel 
Under its influence, Louisiana, ‘Tennes- 
see, and Arkansas will soon return as free States. 
The day that sees these States again in the Union 
j » will see the beginning of 
the end of this rebellion. Under the influence of 


| this proclamation, with such changes as experi- 








We are tossine on the billows ofa regi 
Anxious friends of liberty are everywhere 2 : 
will the great American Rey nd for want 
of order and rule Confid i « 
been continually increasing Is itw t 

our leader in the midst of this storm, and while 
all the world is admiring the honesty, tl istice, 
the fidelity, and the wisdom of that lead No, 
rather let us give no md ‘tions of weakne or 
division among ourselves, but uniting, all, { 


our country and for liberty, let us rally around 
the pilot who has thus far guided us in safety 
In response to the cry that comes from the r 
at 

) 


Richmond, ** Anybody but Lineoln,’’ let us re- 

ply, ** Nobody bat Lincoln!’ until liberty tr 

umphs and national unity is restored. 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, on the first 
day of the present session of Congress | gave 
nouice of my intention to introduce a jointresolu 
tion submitting to the Legislatures of the several 
States a proposition to amend the Constitution of 
the United States. Ona subsequent day, in pur- 
suance of the notice thus given, | introduced and 
had referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
the following joint resolution: : 


Be it resolved hy the Senate and House of Representat 


of the Uniled States of Americain Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses concurring.) That the following arti 
cle be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States as 
an amendmentto the Constitution of the United States, 
which, when ratified by three fourths of said Legislature 


shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, us a part of said 
Constitution, namely : 


Articue XIII. 
Sec. l. Slavery, being incompatible with a free Govern 
ment, is forever prohibited in the | 


ed States; aad i 


tiki 


voluntary servitude sliall be permitted only as a punishinent 
lorerime, 
Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce the for 


going section of this article by appropriate legislation. 


i 


Congress of the United States to so amend the 
Constitution of the Re public as to weaken or de- 
stroy slavery isa novelthing. With bills, resolu- 
tions,and propositions to amend the Constitution 
to more firmly establish, extend, and perpetuate 
slavery the country has been perfectly familia 
It was long the custom in this body, whenever 
slavery became excited and angry, to try to 


lam well aware, sir, that a proposition in the 


| appease its wrath by offering 1t some new hold on 


the life of the nation, some greater advantage over 
free government and human liberty. When sla- 
very cried ‘* Give, give,’”’ by force of habit and 
loss of conscience we always responded by offer- 
ing more than it demanded of us. We were the 
slaves of the slave power. 

When slavery became a political power, and 
held in its hands the rewards which ambition 
covets, the nation became its most cringing, fawn- 
ing, stupidly debased slave; and a mostcruel task- 
master it proved. Its political career was an in- 
cessant, unrelenting, aggressive warfare upon the 
principles of the Government, the objects for which 
the Constitution was ordained, the rights of the 
people, the development of national resources, the 
advancement of education, the establishment of 
public morals, and the purity of religion. It 
touched everything, defiled everything. And we 
submitted quietly, tamely, cowardly, while the 
work of destruction and death was carried on by 
this insatiable enemy of all that is lovely, desir- 
able, just, and sacred. No political power, whether 
found in republics or despotisms, ever wielded so 
baneful an influence on the affairs of nations or 
men as the one to which we so passively submit- 


tmass of the people have felt perfect confi- || ence may*suggest or as Congress may establish || ted, and under whose shadow we so fearfully 


ind Y; rein the integrity and patriotism and prudence or sanction, we may hope to see the rebel terri- dwarfed. Its progress was a constant, crushing 
m y Gen - tne Executive, and rested easy with the full tory all restored, and our great country redeemed dead march over everything which stood in the 
aaah f “KN thathe would exercise those high powers | from the curse of slavery. Our duty as a loyal way of its own aggrandizement; and everything 
ae asked bY on'y to secure the life of the nation. Who ofall || people may be expressed in four words, for three || desirable to a free people stood in its way. The 
New ¥ *rstatesmen could have exercised these extraor- || of which I have to thank my friend from Maine, |) nation grew stupid under the manipulations of 
e the res “oary powers and created so little uneasiness || |Mr.Pike.] We must unile, fight, tar, and eman- || slavery, and seemed to know but little, and to care 
i ; ‘ Uistrust? However others have doubted and || cipate. less, of the danger which threatened the free in- 
1,*T . stated, Mr. Line8in’s faith in the success of | But let us not diszuise from ourselves that the || stitutions of the country with destruction. 

wint tar Sheeran has never been shaken. He has been || coming year is one full of peril. ‘The danger is The public opinion now existing in this country 
on, and} ea in all that concerns slavery, and conserv- || not all in the direction from which it is most ap- || in opposition to this power is the result of slavery 
r dost ee all that relates to liberty. prehended. A nation withoutaGovernmentis, as || overleaping its lf, rather than of the determina- 
ar the ' ,.. )) course upon the slavery question has shown || Alexander Hamilton said, ‘* an awful spectacle.”’ | tion of freemen to form it. But, however formed, 
rinia W Pr ee sagacity, and his wisdom. There are dangerous elements in our midst, and || thank God it ss forme d, and is Poe icele , o 

1 will be ™ bellior fe Seginning he has believed that the re- || a presidensial election in the midst of a civil war || session of real, active, national life, nes 


would dig the grave of slavery. He has || will try the capacity of the people for self-gov- | surrendered. 


of t We must hold all we have gained, 
fh Wed the : ak ; . ‘ ‘ ? shlic oninion by dar- 
f this , by _ the Suicide of slavery to beconsummated || ernment as it has never been tried before. We | and add to the stsength of public Soa we oy ue 
- t © glava) . ! . > . * -s , 7 ‘ . ' . fonre ’ a 
ey will neve blamed pnveneidens themselves. Many have || are in the midst of rushing torrents of opinion | ing to do our duty as if in the immediate presence 
rise en mae 


. e . ° j < ofr tiona ” 
um for going too fast in his anti-slavery || and passion dangerous and difficult to comtrol of nator We 


of Him who directs the destiny 
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may now talk of freedom, act for it, legislate for |! 


it, and above all other acts we may place one which 
shall stamp universal freedom on our national Con- 
stitution, never to be erased, never to die while 
the Republiclives, To accomplish this great end 
I introduced the joint resolution to which I have 
edluded, and I believe its passage is desired by the 
truly loyal people of the country almost without 
an exception. 

In preparing the resolution I was careful to pre- 
sent but one issue, the incompatibility of slavery 
witha freeGovernment. This issue is no reflection 
on the wise and good men who laid the firm founda- 
tions and fashioned the sublime architecture of 
our Constitution. They gntertained not the re- 
motest idea that they were tolerating a tenant in 
the grand structure which would, when warmed 
into life and developed into the form of a political 
power, endeavor to tear down the altars of lib- 
erty, and erect in their stead a throne of absolut- 
ism and death. The oft-expressed and univer- 
sally understood views of the fathers fully attest 
that they regarded this tenant as the thing to be 
tolerated only because it promised speedy disso- 
luuon. They found it in the house they were 
erecting for the protection of themselves and their 
children, looked upon it with horror, and left it 
to die, never suspecting the dreadful power it em- 
bodied. Surrounded by the grand teachings of a 
successful war, based upon principles utterly de- 
structive of slavery if enforced, they looked for- 
ward to the death of the latter by the mere devel- 
opment and power of the former. They believed 
in the incompatibility of slavery with a free Gov- 
ernment; but they regarded the latter to be the 
stronger, not yet having had experience with sla- 
very as a political power. These reasons will 
account in great part for the absence from the 
Constitution of a section prohibiting slavery. It 
is impossible to believe that the master-workmen 
who gave to us this best of human Governments 
in the laest degree suspected that they were trans- 
mitting with it the seeds of dissolution. They 
believed their work secure from molestation by 
this tolerated thing which all good men loathed 
and expected to see pass spee - away. Inthis 
they were mistaken, as we have discovered to our 
deepest sorrow and infinite cost. 
dom provided the means for overruling the dis- 
astrous consequences of their mistake. The 
Constitution which they formed, and which the 
people ordained and established, contains ample 
provisions for accomplishing the destruction of 
that power which so long disturbed the tranquil- 
lity of the nation, and finally enveloped us in the 
whirling, leaping, encircling red flame of war. 
The fifth article of the Constitution of the United 
States reads as follows: 


“Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Con- 
stitution, or, on the application of the Legislatures of two 
thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for pro- 
posing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid 


to all iutents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, | 


when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the 
several States, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, 
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed 
by Congress: Provided, ‘That no amendment which may 
be made prior to the year 1808 shall in any manner affect 
the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
article; and that no State, without its consent, shall be de- 
prived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.” 

This highly practical section of the Constitu- 
tion, free from all conditions and limitations since 
the year 1808, with regard to the subjects con- 
cerning which amendments — be adopted, with 
the single exception of the suffrage of the States 
in the Senate, was provided asa means for adapt- 
ing the fundamental law of the Republic to the 
changes incident to the development of the nation. 
It is the safety-valve of the Constitution, so con- 
structed and guarded as to An hasty and in- 
considerate action, and utterly destructive ofevery 
pretense for forcible revolution. It is impossible 
to justify a resort to force as a remedy for wrongs 
imaginary or real, while this recognition of the 
great doctrine that ** Governments derive their 


just powers from the consent of the governed’? | 


remains a part of our organic law; and it would 
be equaily difficult to justify the existence of any- 


thing in the Government destructive of the in- | 
alienable rights of ‘* life, liberty, and the pursuit | 


of happiness,’’ without, at least, an earnest and 
determined effort to removeit. When the people 
established the Constitution, embracing the sec- 
tion which I have quoted, they agreed upon the 
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means whereby the consentofthe governed should | awakened to its true and real life the mora) Bie 


|| be determined, and by the same act placed upon || 


|| themselves and upon us the responsibility at- 
tached to those things which interfere with the 
inalienable rights of man, or which tend to the 
destruction of free government. 


Legislatures of the several States, are the mediums 
| through which the consent of the governed is to 
| be determined concerning all things not now pro- 
| vided for in the Constitution. It wasa fair agree- 
ment, placing upon each and every citizen, and 
upon the several States, all of the risks and re- 
sponsibilities incident thereto, for ** we, the peo- 
ple of the United States,’? made it. It was ex- 
| pected that the nation would develop into grander 
| proportions, its interests become more varied, its 
wants and necessities increase, and that it might 
be beset by dangers not occurring to the minds 
which molded the form of the organic law. = It 
was agreed and expressly provided that the Con- 
stitution should grow to meet all of these new 
demands, keeping within the bounds of its ordi- 
nation **to form a more perfect Union, establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
| the common defense, promote the general welfare, 
| and secure the biessings of liberty to ourselves 
| and our posterity.”’ 

This section’ of the Constitution is my author- 
ity for introducing the joint resolution which I 
have read; and it also imposes upon this House 
the responsibility of meeting the question fairly 
and with a view to the promotion of the best in- 
terests of the nation, ey releasing it from the 
thralidoms of a hostile power which has entwined 
itself around the heart and life of the Republic. 
| The proposition introduces no intricate question 
of constitutional law for discussion. It simply 
submits a question of fact for our determination, 
upon which the past and present throw such a 
flood of light that not even willfulness can lead us 
astray. Is slavery incompatible with a free Gov- 
ernment? This is the true question involved; and 
| no artful summonings of cunningly devised side 
issues, or of the ghosts of dead expediencies, can 
release any member of this body from passing 
upon this single issue. It is all there is in the 
case. ‘The contest is squarely between slavery 
and free government, and in this light it is to be 
conducted to the-end. Let us follow it, and see 
how it will end. 

Slavery is defined to be *‘ the state of entire sub- 
jection of one person to the will ofanother.’’ This 
is despotism, pureand simple. It is true that this 
definition concerns more the relations existing be- 
tween master and slave than it does those between 
the system of slavery and the Government. But 
we need not hope to finda system purely despotic 
| acting in harmony with a Government wholly, 
or even partially, republican. An antagonism 
exists between the two which can never be recon- 
ciled. This our experiences with the principles 
involved have taught us is a truism from which 
indifference will not enable us to escape, nor dis- 
simulation release us. But when we connect with 
the despotism of the slave system of this country 
the immense land and money power embraced in 
it, and reflect how thoroughly it had become in- 
terwoven with the entire social fabric of nearly 
one half of the States, we can more readily under- 
stand and fully comprehend how and why this 
antagonism took upon itself the form of political 
| organization through which for many years it 
| controlled the nation, and through which it in- 
sisted on the death of the Republic wifen it could 
control no longer. We canalso understand why 
the system of which this antagonism is the active 
life took possession of every department of the 
| local governments of the States where it existed, 
| and hedged itself about with laws which were not 

only violations of the fundamental principles of 
our national Constitution but disgraceful to civ- 
ilization and destructive of freeGovernment. No 
_man, whose conscience has vitality sufficient to 
make him honest, can read the slave codes of the 
southern States without admitting that they are 
utterly repugnant to the genius of our free insti- 
| tations and irreconcilably opposed to the theory 
of our Government. And yet everye@ne knows 
| that these tyrannical, hostile, and barbarous codes 
were absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
| the slave system, even inthose dark days of sla- 
| very’s rule which existed before the present war 
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Domestic slavery, backed by immense Capita 
and political power, knitted its lethargic yo, 
closely and.firmly around statesmen ard parties 
and soon forged fetters for holding the nmss o: 
the people in governmental slavery. The minor. 
ity commanded, and flew to arms to destroy the 


, Government when the mass of the people refused 


| to obey; and the war which is now so severe] 


| 
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ly 
taxing the energies of our people, and drawing s 


exhaustively ou the resources of the country, js 
the legitimate offspring of the attempt of a reck. 
less, insolent, and depraved slaveholding oligarchy 
to mold this Government into a political counters 
part of that barbaric domestic despotism which 
asserts the right of property in man. ‘ The state 
of entire subjection of one person to the will of 
another’’ struck hands with * the right to govern 
resides in a very small minority; the duty to obey 
is inherent in the great mass of mankind.” Do. 


| mestic slavery and political slavery were joined 


in unholy wedlock in the temple of the Republic, 
and their infernal progeny are now trying to de. 
molish the grand edifice in which their incestuous 
parents plighted their criminal vows. The entire 
combination, from minutest nefarious particle to 
its aggregated atrocity, is an anti-republican, des- 
potic whole, the sworn enemy of all thatis good, 
the bane of all that is just. 

Mr. Chairman, we can cast our eyes upon no 
page of this nation’s history whereon it is not writ- 
ten, ** Slavery is incompatible with a free Govern 
ment.”? We have tried to close our eyes against 
this constantly repeated and self-evident truih 
We have tried to reason it away, to practice arts 
which should carry us around it, or over it, or 
under it. We have failed to accomplish the de- 
sired result. As immutable as the laws of God 
stands the declaration, ‘* Slavery is incompatible 
with a free Government.”’? Decked with the bs 
biliments of death, surrounded by all the dread 
scenes of war, this incompatibility is thundering 
at the gates of the citadel of the Republic, demand- 
ing recognition. The 7 inmates command tis 
to obey the summons. But we have not yet hd 
enough of sorrow, desolation, and death. We 
must stop and reason, while the national treasure 
pours out in streams of increasing volume, w!'* 
the life-blood flows from other hearts, while graves 
in untold numbers are preparing, and the asiie 
of desolation are cast upon unnumbered hearth- 
stones. We must not act rashly. We must be 
calm, discreet, dignified. We must inquire why 
this great thunderer is thus disturbing our old 
traditions and confusing our conservative ideas. 
Well, let us examine this demand, and ascerialt 
upon what facts it is supported. 

In order to understand perfectly the objects 
which the people had in view when they ordain’ 
the Constitution of the United States, we ™s 
turn to the preamble which introduces us to tht! 
instrument. When we give it our attention we 
find it a very plain-spoken guide, void of eogh 
dissimulation. It discloses to us, first, that 0 
Constitution is the work of the people; = = 
at once develops the thoroughly republico- i 
cratic character of the Government establist . 
It was a grand creation of the people for their 0 : 
security in the possession of the great objects 

ressed in the preamble. All of the powers < 

raced in the Constitution were placed oe 
the sole purpose of putting these — - 
interference from any source and beyond the A 
ard of loss. These objects are notonly oped 
ble with, but absolutely necessary (0, the ¢ 
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